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AN  INQUIRY 


INTO  THE 

EFFECTS  PRODUCED  ON  THE  BRAIN,  LUNGS, 
OTHER  VISCERA, 

AND  OX  THE 

NERVOUS  system; 

BY  DISEASES  OF  THE  LIVER 


INTRODUCTION. 


TlIE  difficulty  we  experience  in  the  discrimination 
of  diseases  is,  many  times,  owing  to  their  appear- 
ing, not  so  much  in  themselves  as  in  their  sympa- 
thies, not  so  much  in  the  parts  which  are  primarily 
as  in  those  which  are  secondarily  affected. 

Against  the  supposed  diseases  of  these  parts  our 
remedies  are  too  often  directed  ; I need  not  add  that 
they  then  prove  of  little  or  no  avail ; — as  well  might 
the  Mariner  deluge  with  water  the  smoaking  tim- 
bers ot  the  deck  when  the  fire  is  spreading  in  the 
interior  of  his  vessel ; — meanwhile,  we  complain  of 
the  obstinacy  of  the  disease  and  the  inefficacy  of  our 
remedies,  whereas,  their  failure  is  owing  to  their  be- 
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ing  misdirected  : — Had  they  been  guided  to  the  real 
«cat  of  the  disease  it  might  have  been  subdued  by 
their  agency. 

I was  led  into  this  train  of  thought  by  the  unsuc- 
cessful issue  of  some  cases  which  I conceived  to  be 
pulmonary,  but  which  dissection  proved  to  have 
been  hepatic.  Indeed,  the  diseases  of  the  liver  seem, 
more  than  those  of  any  of  the  other  viscera,  to  possess 
a power  of  remaining  latent  themselves,  and,  as  if  to 
mislead  the  Physician,  of  sounding  considerable  alarm 
in  other  quarters. 

Derangements  of  the  head,  bowels,  stomach  and 
nerves,  have  often  their  sources  in  the  liver  ; and  I 
have  found,  that  by  combating  and  overcoming  the 
lurking  disorders  of  that  organ,  those  more  promi- 
nent ones  have  gradually  disappeared. 

Some  of  the  cases  in  which  this  practice  has  been 
adopted,  are  submitted,  in  the  following  pages,  to  the 
consideration  of  the  faculty. 


CASES, 


WITH 

OBSERVATIONS, 


TO  SHEW  HOW  VARIOUSLY  THE  BRAIN  MAY  BE  AFFECTED  BY 
DISORDERED  ACTIONS  IN  THE  LIVER. 


March  1th,  1815. 
miss , aged  21, 

Of  a florid  complexion,  and  sufject  to  bilious 
vomiting , indigestion,  and  head-aches. 

Five  clays  ago  was  seized  with  shivering,  head- 
ach  and  vomiting  of  a yellowish  bitter  fluid  ; to 
these  symptoms  succeeded  vertigo,  loss  off  appe- 
tite and  prostration  of  strength.  Pulse  10(3  ; skin 
hot  ; tongue  foul ; frequent  retching  ; bowels  con- 
fined ; soreness  on  pressing  the  epigastrium.  At 
present,  the  urgent  symptoms  are  giddiness,  pain  and 
a sense  of  weight  in  the  occiput. 

Pit.  ex  Cal  et  Extr.  Col.  C. 

Mist.  Satin. 
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March  9.  Farces  dark  and  orange-colored  ; 
head  relieved  ; hepatic  region  very  sensible  to  the 
touch. 

llcp.  pit.  et  mist. 

March  10.  Ilead-ach,  vertigo  and  a sense  of 
weight  in  the  occiput ; frequent  retching  ; throbbing 
of  the  temples  ; face  Hushed  ; fugitive  pains  in  the 
right  hypochondre  and  in  the  epigastrium  ; pulse 
110 ; skin  hot;  faeces  greenish;  urine  turbid; 
restlessness ; precordial  oppression. 

V.  S.  Ijx.  Vesic.  Nuchac. 

Rep.  pilules . 

March  1 1.  Temporary  relief  from  the  bleeding 
and  cathartic  ; blood,  florid  and  dense  ; pain  and 
weight  in  the  occiput  continues ; on  every  attempt  to 
sit  up  in  bed  giddiness  comes  on,  followed  by  nausea  ; 
and  on  lying  down  the  weight  in  the  occiput  re- 
turns, accompanied  with  a feeling  as  though  the 
pillow  was  suddenly  withdrawn  from  beneath  the 
head. 

Ilirud.  xx.  temporibus. 

Hab.  Cal.  gr.  ii.  4>tis  horis. 

H.  Cath.  eras.  mane. 

March  17.  The  purgative  and  calomel  have  been 
continued  ; leeches  were  applied  to  ‘the  temples 
on  the  12th,  13th  and  16th.  The  head-ach  has 
abated,  but  is  not  removed.  On  attempting  to  sit 
up,  vertigo  and  a sense  of  weight  in  the  occiput  re- 
turn ; uneasiness  in  the  hepatic  region. 


5 


Hirud,  xxx.  hyp.  dextro. 

V esic.  vertici  Capitis . 

Pit.  Hydrarg  gr.  v.  ornni  node. 

March  £2.  Uneasiness  in  the  region  of  the  liver 
abated  ; head  easier ; forces  yellowish  j tenderness 
of  the  gums. 

Rep.  Pi/.  Hydrarg . 

M.  Cath.  p.  r.  n. 

March  25.  Soreness  in  the  epigastrium  ; unplea- 
sant feelings  in  the  head. 

Vesic.  Regioni  Epigas. 

Rep.  Pit.  Hydrarg.  ct  m.  Cath. 

March  30.  V omiting  of  a bitter  greenish  yellow 
fluid  followed  by  head-ach  ; vertigo  and  sense  of 
weight  in  the  occiput  j body  constipated  j uneasiness 
in  the  hepatic  region  .abated. 

I lab.  Cal.  gr.  x.  II.  Cath. 

Vesic.  vcrtici  Capitis. 

April  C>.  Head  and  epigastrium  considerably  re- 
lieved ; excretions  more  natural. 

Rep.  pit.  et  haust. 

April  Its?.  Some  return  of  the  affection  of  the 
head  ; nausea  ; bowels  constipated  ; ptyalism. 

M.  Cath.  Omitt.  Pil.  Hydrarg. 

April  £0.  Uneasiness  in  the  hepatic  region 
tongue  yellowish  \ faeces  dark  and  fetid  ; urine,  high 
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coloured ; occasionally,  slight  returns  of  the  disa- 
greeable sensations  of  the  head. 

Infric.  hyp.  dextr,  Ung.  Hydrarg.  5i.  omni 
node. 

M.  Cath. 

May  2.  Ptyalism  ; excretions,  of  a more  natural 
appearance ; the  affection  of  the  head  occasionally 
returns,  but  in  a slight  degree  ; some  appetite. 

Omitt.  Ung.  Hyd. 

M.  Cath.  p.  r.  n. 

May  10.  Gradual  amendment ; recommended 
to  the  country. 

July  13.  Occasionally,  the  bilious  vomiting  and 
head-aches  return,  particularly  when  the  bowels  are 
constipated.  Sea-bathing  recommended. 

Aug.  3.  Strength  improved  by  the  bathing ; af- 
fection of  the  head  gradually  subsiding. 

COMMENT. 

In  this  instance,  the  brain  and  liver  were  the  two 
organs  chiefly  engaged.  The  head-ach,  vertigo,  in- 
tolerance of  light  and  noise,  and  the  appearance  of 
a haze  round  the  candle,  indicated  a preternatural 
degree  of  sensibility  and  irregular,  increased  actions 
of  the  vessels  of  the  brain  : the  bilious  vomiting, 
the  appearance  of  the  excretions,  the  soreness  or 
pain  in  the  right  hypochondre  and  in  the  epigas- 
trium, shewed  a vitiated  secretion  of  bile  and  a con- 
gestion and  excitement  of  the  vessels  of  the  liver. 
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The  patient  had  been  previously  subject  to  indi- 
gestion, bilious  vomiting,  and,  occasionally,  to  fugi- 
tive pains  iu  the  hepatic  region  ; here,  therefore,  the 
disorder  of  the  brain  was  subsequent  to  that  of  the 
liver  and  produced  by  its  diseased  actions ; nor  was 
it,  until  the  remedies  were  directed  to  remove  the 
liver  affection,  that  any  thing  more  than  an  allevia- 
tion of  the  headach,  &c.  took  place. 

It  is  deserving  of  notice,  that  even  after  the  re- 
moval of  the  hepatic  affection,  the  complaint  of  the 
head  continued  in  a minor  degree,  and  produced,  in 
its  turn,  some  derangement  of  the  digestive  organs ; 
thus  shewing,  that  deranged  actions  excited  in  one 
viscus  by  those  of  another,  may  not  only  subsist 
after  the  primary  cause  is  removed,  but  reproduce 
morbid  actions  in  the  organ  primarily  engaged. 
The  efficient  remedies  were,  local  blood-letting, 
cathartics,  mercurials  and  blisters. 

P.  S.  Hie  young  lady  to  whom  the  above  case 
relates,  is,  while  I am  now  writing,  (June,  1817,) 
under  the  care  of  a physician,  in  Cork,  for  the  cure 
of  jaundice  and  an  enlarged  liver. 


8 


November  2.5,  1814. 
mr.  R , aged  41. 

Of  a full  habit  of  body  anil  melancholic 
temperament. 

For  several  weeks  has  complained  of  tinnitus  au- 
riuiri  and  deafness  of  the  left  ear  : during  the  last 
ten  days,  of  headach,  throbbing  of  the  temples,  ver- 
tigo, dyspnoea,  palpitation  and  impaired  vision. — 
Pulse  106,  strong  ; tongue  coated  with  yellow  mu- 
cus; taste  vitiated;  bowels  constipated;  urine  turbid; 
rest  disturbed  by  frightful  dreams  ; weakness  of  the 
lower  extremities  ; lowness  of  spirits  ; the  right  lobe 
of  the  liver  is  found,  on  pressure,  enlarged  and  high- 
ly sensible. 

During  the  last  three  years  this  gentleman  has 
been  subject  to  indigestion,  and  to  fugitive  pains  in 
the  right  hypochondre  and  scapula. 

Hirud.  xx  temporibus. 

Pil.  ex  Cal.  et  Extr.  Col.  C. 

Dec.  1.  Two  or  three  dejections  daily,  dark  or 
greenish  ; urine  deposits  a lateritious  sediment  ; 
head  relieved  by  the  leeches  and  always  by  the  full 
operation  of  the  cathartic  ; uneasiness  on  pressing 
the  right  lobe  of  the  liver ; walks  with  a firmer 
step. 

Hirud.  xxx.  hyp.  dextro. 

Pil.  ex  Cal.  ct  Ext.  C.  C.  omni  node . 

II.  Lath,  omni  mane . 
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Dec.  7*  Liver  much  less  sensible  to  the  touch 
and  diminished  in  size  ; three  or  four  dejections  dai- 
ly, black  and  fetid  ; head-ach,  vertigo  and  tinnitus 
atirium  abated  ; urine  deposits  a flummery-like  sedi- 
ment. 

Infric.  hyp.  dextro  Ung.  Hydrarg.  ji.  omni 
nock. 

Hep.  pi l, . et  kaust. 

Dec.  1 l.  Farces  yellowish  ; urine  turbid  ; head- 
ach  and  throbbing  of  the  temples  removed,  hut  com- 
plains of  tinnitus  auriurn  and  of  a sense  of  fulness 
and  tightness  of  the  head  ; tenderness  of  the  gums  ; 
languor  and  heaviness ; no  uneasiness  on  pressing 
the  right  hypochondre. 

Hbrud.  xxiv.  tempo  j'ibus. 

Hep.  alia  Med. 

Dec.  00.  Ptyalisiu  ; farce*  yellow  and  brownish  ; 
urine  of  a natural  appearance  ; no  complaint  of  the 
head  ; apjietite  and  rest  returning. 

Omiltr.  Ung . Hydr. 

Hep.  II.  Cath . 

Dec.  QTi.  Convalescent. 

OBSERVATIONS. 

Every  function  of  life  was  disturbed,  but,  the  dis- 
order of  the  brain  created  most  alarm.  It  arose 
bom  chrome  hepatitis  ol  some  years  couti nuance, 
during  the  progress  of  which,  the  liver  becoming  eu- 
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larged,  pressed  on  the  great  blood-vessels  and  pro- 
duced congestion  in  the  brain  and  irregular  actions  of 
its  vessels.  Apoplexy  was  threatened,  and,  had  not 
evacuants  been  so  largely  employed,  would,  proba- 
bly, have  occurred. 

By  every  copious  evacuation  of  dark-coloured  or 
greenish  bile,  the  head  was  sensibly  relieved  and 
the  appetite  and  spirits  were  improved.  When  the 
inflammatory  action  of  the  vessels  of  the  liver  had 
subsided,  recourse  was  had  to  mercury,  with  a view 
to  diminish  its  bulk,  (the  constitution  not  being  scro- 
fulous, the  practice  was  safe)  and,  after  it  began  to 
affect  the  habit,  the  faeces  and  urine  resumed  their 
natural  appearance. 

It  is  deserving  of  remark,  that  although  the  disease 
of  the  liver  was  apparently  removed,  symptoms  of  se- 
condary derangement,  viz.  a sense  of  tightness  and 
uneasiness  in  the  head  attended  by  languor  and 
heaviness,  remained ; these  finally  gave  way  to  ca- 
thartics and  the  detraction  of  blood  from  the  temples. 


April  12,  1811. 

miss , aged  32. 

Of  an  anxious  mind  and  melancholic  temperament. 

Complains  of  headach,  of  a sense  of  fulness  and 
tightness  of  the  vertex  and  occiput,  of  throbbing  of 
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the  temples,  vertigo,  flushing  of  the  face,  and,  occa- 
sionally, of  tenderness  of  the  eye-balls,  and  a watery 
discharge  from  the  eyes. 

Complains,  also,  of  oppression  of  the  chest,  cough 
and  palpitation  of  the  heart.  Bowels  constipated  ; 
urine  deposits  a lateritious  sediment ; tongue  yellow- 
ish ; uneasiness  on  pressing  either  hypochoudrium. 
Has  been  subject  for  months  to  fugitive  pains  in  the 
right  side,  arm  and  shoulder,  which,  she  considered 
as  rheumatic,  and  has  suffered  much  from  stomach 
and  bowel-complaints. 

The  head  has  been  leeched  and  blistered  with  tem- 
porary relief. 

T.  S.  Jviii 

Pil.  cath . quo ti die. 

April  1.5.  Head  relieved;  fasces  resemble  the 
grounds  of  coffee ; shooting  pains  in  the  right  hypo- 
chondrc — fever. 

Hirud.  xxx.  hyp.  dciiro. 

Cal.  gr.  v.  omni  node. 

H.  Cath.  omni  mane. 

April  IS — Faeces,  dark  and  greenish  ; urine  tur- 
bid ; hepatic  region  and  head  relieved. 

Pit.  Hydrarg.  gr.  v.  omni  node. 

11.  Cath.  omni  mane. 

April  22.  Faeces,  orange-coloured  ; urine  depo- 
sits a pink  sediment ; uneasiness  and  pain  in  both 
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the  hypochondria  still  continue,  though  somewhat 
diminished. 

Vesic.  hyp.  clea  t ro. 
llcp.  pil.  et  haust 

April  28. — No  uneasiness  in  either  hvpochondre  j 
the  different  painful  sensations  of  the  head  are  gra- 
dually subsiding  ; faeces  saffron-coloured  ; no  cough 
nor  oppression  ; tenderness  of  the  gums. 

Rep.  pil.  et  haust. 

May  G.  Excretions  more  natural ; little  uneasi- 
ness in  the  region  of  the  liver  or  in  the  head. 

Cant. 


May  13.  Free  from  complaint. 

Omitt.  Med. 

July  0.  Digestion  good — no  return  of  the  af- 
fection of  the  head. 


ORSERVATIONS. 

Were  we  here  to  argue  from  the  urgent  symp- 
toms, we  should  be  led  to  suppose,  the  disorder  ori- 
ginated in  the  head  or  chest ; on  inquiry,  however, 
it  was  found  that  the  patient  had  been  previously 
subject  to  indigestion,  to  shooting  pains  in  the  hepa- 
tic region,  and  in  the  right  arm  and  shoulder.  The 
tongue  was  yellowish,  the  excretions  were  morbid, 
aud  pain  or  uneasiness  was  felt  on  pressiug  the  right 
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hypoehondrium,  symptoms,  indicative  of  irregular 

actions  and  congestion  in  the  vessels  of  the  liver. 

0' 

To  relieve  the  head,  venesection  was  first  em- 
ployed ; by  the  subsequent  use  of  cathartics  and 
mercury,  large  quantities  of  fecal  and  bilious  matter 
were  removed,  and  the  application  of  leeches  and  a 
blister  to  the  region  of  the  liver  served  to  correct  its 
disordered  actions.  When  this  was  accomplished,  the 
affection  of  the  head  and  chest  subsided.  In  this,  as 
in  similar  instances  of  disease  of  the  brain,  arising 
from  a morbid  state  of  the  liver,  the  disposition  to 
apoplexy  was  manifest. 


1816. 

MISS  , AGED  If),  JERVIS- ST  KELT. 

Subject  to  bilious  head-aches  and  indigestion. 

Complains  of  acute  lancinating  pains  through- 
out the  temples  and  occiput,  intolerance  of  light, 
imperfect  vision,  restlessness,  retching,  vomiting, 
and  constipation  of  the  bowels : the  pulse  varies  in 
strength,  frequency  and  regularity ; the  skin  is  hot 
and  dry  ; the  pupils  are  alternately  dilated  and  con- 
tracted ; at  one  time,  symptoms  of  hysteria  present 
themselves ; at  another,  the  manner  and  expressions 
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are  idiotic  or  maniacal ; the  complexion  is  sallow 
and  pain  is  felt  on  pressing  the  region  of  the  liver. 
The  complaint  is  of  sixteen  days  duration  ; blood- 
letting, cathartics,  opiates,  blisters,  ipecacuanha  and 
antimonials,  have  been  employed. 

Hirud.  xxx.  hypochon.  dextro . 

Hab.  Cal.  gr.  iii.  omni  node. 

et  II.  Cath.  omni  mane. 

July  25.  Faces,  greenish;  urine,  turbid;  pain 
on  pressing  the  right  hypochondre  abated  ; some 
alleviation  of  the  affection  of  the  head ; frequent 
moaning  and  screaming. 

Hirud.  xx.  hyp.  dext. 

Cont.  Cal.  et  II.  Cath. 

July  30.  Three  or  four  dejections  daily,  partly 
green  and  partly  yellow  ; urine  deposits  a pink  co- 
loured sediment ; eye  and  skin  of  a yellowish  hue  ; 
pain  in  the  hepatic  region,  diminished  ; acute  pains 
occasionally  in  the  forehead  and  temples. 

Hirud.  xxv.  Rcgioni  Hcpat. 

Cont.  Cal.  et  II.  Cath. 

August  4.  Head  relieved  ; conversation  more  ra- 
tional ; fa?ces  resemble  tar  ; urine  cloudy. 

Vesic.  hyp.  dextro. 

Cont:  Cal.  et  H.  Cath. 

August  10.  Mercurial  fetor  of  the  breath  ; ptya- 
lism  ; slight  uneasiness  on  pressing  the  region  of  the 
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liver ; affection  of  the  head  and  sight  considerably 
abated  ; mind  composed  ; excretions  more  natural. 
Ojnitt.  Cal. 

Cont.  II.  Cath. 

August  20.  Considerable  amendment. 

Cont.  II.  Cath . 

Sept.  3.  Recommended  to  the  country. 

OBSERVATIONS. 

The  medical  gentlemen,  first  consulted,  were  of 
opinion  that  the  above  was  a case  of  hydrocephalus, 
which  would  speedily  prove  fatal  : the  appearances, 
indeed,  were  alarming,  and  the  head-ach,  moaning, 
screaming  and  some  other  symptoms,  seemed  to  jus- 
tify their  opinion  and  prognosis. 

But,  not  to  speak  of  the  almost  incurable  nature  of 
hydrocephalus,  as  the  complaint  yielded  to  remedies 
calculated  to  remove  the  affection  of  the  liver,  after 
the  failure  of  those  prescribed  for  the  relief  of  the 
brain,  we  may  conclude  that  it  originated  in  a dis- 
ordered state  of  the  former  organ. 

Are  not  cases  of  this  kind  often  mistaken  for 
hydrocephalus  ? 

It  may  be  proper  to  remark,  that  the  father  of  this 
young  lady  died  of  a disease  of  the  liver. 
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CASES  OF  INTERMITTENT  HEAD- AC II. 

October^,  1815. 

MR.  , act.  42,  DORSET-STREET. 

Of  a hale  constitution. 

Is  affected  with  an  acute  pain  in  the  left  temple, 
occasionally  stretching  towards  the  occiput,  or  shoot- 
ing to  the  left  eye-ball,  when  the  torture  is  excruci- 
ating. The  pain  comes  on  about  twice  a-week,  ge- 
nerally in  the  evening  ; is  often  preceded  by  rigors 
or  chilliness,  and  continues  from  one  to  live  hours. 

Leeches,  blisters,  cathartics,  arsenic,  pcruvian  bark, 
bitters,  and  camphor,  have  been  employed  with  tem- 
porary benefit. 

This  complaint  has  been  of  six  months  duration, 

and  is  attributed  to  cold  and  suppressed  perspiration. 

* 

Pulse  96 — tongue  foul  and  yellowish ; bowels 
constipated  ; ftcces  dark-coloured  ; urine  tin  bid  and 
deposits  a lateritious  sediment ; skin  and  eye  of  a yel- 
lowish hue, 

Pain  is  excited  in  the  region  of  the  liver  on  pres- 
sure, and  it  seems  to  be  somewhat  enlarged ; fugi- 
tive pains  have  been  frequently  felt  in  the  right 
scapula  and  shoulder. 

Hirud.  xv.  tcmpori  sinistro. 

Pil.  Hydrargi.  gr.  v.  cnmi  node. 

Haust.  Calk,  singulis  auroris. 
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Oct.  9. — Temporary  ease  was  obtained  by  the  ap- 
plication of  the  leeches;  two  or  three  dejections 
daily,  tar-like  and  greenish  ; urine  deposits  a mucous 
pink-colored  sediment  ; rest  and*  appetite  somewhat 
improved.  Yesterday  evening  the  pain  of  the  temple 
recurred,  but  with  diminished  violence  ; much  un- 
easiness on  pressing  the  right  hypoehondre. 

Hirud.  xxx.  hypochondria  dextro. 

Cont.  piL  ct  herns  L caih. 

Oct.  19.  Teels  relieved  ; gums  tender. 

Cont.  Med. 

Oct.  31.  Ptyalism  ; no  pain,  nor  enlargement  of 
the  great  lobe  of  the  liver ; during  the  last  ten  days 
the  pain  of  the  head  returned  but  once ; faeces  yel- 
lowish ; eye  and  complexion  clearer. 

PiL  IJydrarg.  gr.  iii.  omni  nocte. 

I la  us  t.  Cath.  p.  r.  n. 

Xot\  30.  Continued  amendment. 

Omitt.  PiL  Hydra  rg. 

Dec.  15.  Health  and  strength  restored. 


Ju?ie  5,  1815. 

MIC.  M.  JET.  36,  LEINSTER-STREET. 

Oj'  a bilious  habit  and  sallow  complexion. 

During  the  last  two  years  has  been  subject  to 
acute  pains  in  the  right  eye-ball  and  temple,  which 
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have  returned  at  intervals  of  a month  or  six  weeks  *, 
they  come  on  in  the  morning,  at  mid-day,  or  in  the 
evening,  last  from  one  to  three  days,  and  are  usually 
preceded  by  chilliness,  nausea,  or  vomiting. 

Fatigue  of  body  anxiety  of  mind,  intemperance 
in  drinking,  and  constipation  of  the  bowels,  are  rec- 
koned among  the  chief  exciting  causes.  Pulse  98  ; 
skin  hot  and  dry  ; tongue  coated  with  yellowish 
mucus  ; pain  on  pressing  the  epigastrium  ; thirst ; 
bowels  constipated  ; pain  in  the  right  temple  and 
eye-ball ; urine  turbid. 

Bark,  opium,  valerian,  and  bitters,  have  been  taken 
without  effect ; leeches  have  been  applied  to  the 
temple,  and  blisters  to  different  parts  of  the  head,  oc- 
casionally with  advantage. 

Hirud.  xxx.  Regioni  Epigastric#. 

Pit,  Cath.  ex  Cal.  et  Extr.  Col.  Comp. 

June  6.  Pain  on  pressing  the  epigastrium  dimi- 
nished ; three  dejections  of  a black  color ; urine 
deposits  a lateritious  sediment ; feverish  symptoms 
abated ; pain  in  the  right  temple  and  eye-ball  re- 
lieved. 

« 

Rep.  Pilulce. 

June  12.  Three  or  four  dejections  daily  by  the 
pills  ; faeces  dark,  green  and  yellow  ; urine  turbid ; 
pain  on  pressing  the  epigastrium  abated  ; no  un- 
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easiness  of  the  head  ; tongue  cleaner ; appetite  and 
rest  improved. 

JPil.  Uydrarg.  gr.  v.  omrri  nocte . 

Haust.  Cath.  Salin.  ornni  mane. 

June  18.  Occasional  uneasiness  in  the  epigas- 
trium augmented  by  pressure  t slight  ptyalism  ; faces 
greenish  and  yellow. 

Vesica  t.  Regions  Epigasti  icar. 

June  25.  Urine  deposit*  a pink-coloured  sedi- 
ment ; faeces  often  resemble  tar  in  color  and  con- 
sistence ; uneasiness  in  the  epigastrium  considerably 
relieved  by  the  blister  ; appetite  good. 

Co7itin.  PiL  Uydrarg.  ct  II.  Cath. 

July  2.  Ptyalism ; appetite  and  digestion  much 
improved  ; no  uneasiness  in  the  epigastrium. 

PiL  Hydrarg.  gr.  iv.  alt  era  qq.  nocte. 

Sept.  22.  No  return  of  head-ach  ; digestion 
good. 

Omitt.  Med. 

Nov.  IS.  Continues  free  from  head-ach. 


Oct.  1,  1818.  Since  my  last  report  I have  fre- 
quently seen  this  gentleman  ; he  says,  that  pain,  a 
sense  of  weight  or  fulness  in  the  head  comes  on, 
whenever  from  intemj>erancep  or  other  causes,  the 
digestive  organs  become  deranged,  but  that  he  has 
had  no  return  of  the  acute  periodical  head -aches 
to  which  he  was  so  long  subject. 

c 2 


so 


MISS  II. , GRAFTON-STREET. 

The  urgent  symptom  in  this  case  was  a pain  in 
the  right  temple,  returning  every  second  day  about 
1 1 o’clock,  A.  M.  and  continuing  from  two  to  five 
hours.  The  pulse  was  06  ; the  skin  hot ; the  tongue 
yellowish,  the  urine  high-colored,  with  a lateritious 
sediment.  On  pressure,  much  uneasiness  was  ex- 
cited in  the  region  of  the  liver;  the  right  lobe 
was  somewhat  enlarged ; she  lay  with  most  ease  on 
the  right  side.  The  mother  of  this  young  lady  had 
laboured  under  a liver  complaint  for  several  years, 
and  had  a threatening  of  apoplexy. 

On  the  28th  May  I visited  the  patient  for  the 
first  time,  prescribed  the  daily  use  of  purgative 
pills  of  calomel  and  cathartic  extract,  and  directed 
twenty  leeches  to  be  applied  to  the  side.  Copious 
dejections  were  thus  procured,  the  pain  of  the  side 
abated,  the  head-aches  were  diminished  in  violence, 
but  still  returned  periodically.  Leeches  were  re- 
peated, three  grains  of  calomel  given  every  night, 
and  a purgative  draught  in  the  morning.  On 
the  16th  June  the  affection  of  the  head  was  re- 
moved ; but  to  prevent  its  recurrence,  a perse- 
verance in  the  same  plan  of  treatment  was  recom- 
mended. 

OBSERVATIONS. 

The  above  are  three  cases  of  cephalsea  intermittens, 
a complaint  which,  when  primary,  frequently  resist* 
every  remedy  we  can  devise  for  its  removal. 
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The  disorder  of  the  liver,  which  gave  rise  to  the 
head-ach,  was,  in  the  two  former  cases,  for  a long 
time  not  attended  to,  and,  in  the  third  case  of  Miss 
R.  was  not  even  suspected  to  exist.  In  this  case  I 
was  induced  to  make  the  examination  of  the  liver  by 
the  hepatic  flush  of  the  face;  the  appearance  of  the 
eye  and  excretions,  and,  by  finding  on  inquiry,  that 
the  mother  of  the  patient  had  laboured,  for  several 
years,  under  a liver  complaint,  accompanied,  at  times, 
by  head-ach,  vertigo,  drowsiness  and  loss  of  memory. 

In  all  the  three  cases,  a cure  was  effected,  as 
soon  as  the  remedies  were  directed  to  the  real  seat 
of  the  complaint ; whereas,  the  local  remedies  before 
employed,  had  afforded  only  temporary  relief. 


A CASE  OF  MANIA. 

On  the  3d  of  February,  1817,  I first  visited  Mr. 

, aged  52,  a gentleman  of  a full  habit,  and 

accustomed  to  high  living ; he  had  for  six  years 
been  subject  to  mania ; the  paroxysms  came  on 
four  or  five  times  annually,  at  uncertain  periods  ; 
they  varied  in  violence,  and  lasted  four,  six,  or 
twelve  days.  There  was  no  assignable  cause  for  these 
attacks,  and  no  member  of  the  family  had  been 
affected  in  a similar  manner.  They  were,  for  the  most 
part,  preceded  by  languor,  loss  of  appetite,  constipa- 
tion of  the  bowels,  and  head-ach,  and  were  accompa- 
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Hied  by  flushing  of  the  face,  throbbing  of  the  tem- 
ples, and  suffusion  of  the  eyes. 

The  application  of  leeches  to  the  temples,  of 
blisters  to  the  head,  the  opening  of  the  temporal 
artery,  cathartics  and  antimonials  were  the  prin- 
cipal remedies  employed. 

I found  him  complaining  of  head-ach  and  the  other 
nsual  symptoms  of  an  approaching  attack.  The  face 
had  the  hepatic  flush,  the  tunica  conjunctiva  was  of  a 
yellowish  hue,  the  fa*ces  resembled  the  grounds  of 
coffee,  and  the  urine  was  of  a red  color,  and  deposited  a 
brick- colored  sediment ; there  was  a fulness  of  the  ab- 
domen, both  lobes  of  the  liver  were  highly  sensible  to 
the  touch,  and  seemed  to  be  preternaturally  enlarged. 

I directed  fourteen  ounces  of  blood  to  be  taken, 
y cupping,  from  the  region  of  the  liver,  five  grains 
of  blue  pill  every  night,  an  opening  draught  every 
morning,  and  low  diet. 

Feb.  10.  Four  or  five  dejections  daily,  black, 
greenish  or  yellow ; urine  deposits  a pink-colored 
sediment ; tongue  foul  and  yellow ; head-ach  re- 
lieved ; no  return  of  the  paroxysm. 

Jlirud  xxx.  hyp.  dext. 

Cr.  pil.  et  II.  Cath. 

Feb.  IS.  Faeces  orange-colored;  urine  turbid; 
no  affection  of  the  head  ; uneasiness  on  pressing  the 
epigastrium. 

Vesic.  Regioni  Fpigast. 

Cr.  pil  et  haust . 


Feb.  28.  Pain  in  the  right  shoulder  and  scapula  ; 
excretions  of  a natural  appearance  ; slight  ptyalism. 

Omittr.  Pit.  Hyd. 

Cr.  H.  Cath. 

March  12.  Yesterday  there  was  a slight  attack 
of  mania  in  consequence  of  some  irregularity  in  the 
mode  of  living ; it  yielded  after  a few  hours  to  the 
operation  of  a brisk  cathartic.  Symptoms  of  indi- 
gestion are  now  present. 

Pil.  Hydratg.  gr . v.  omni  node. 

H.  Cath.  omni  inane. 

March  2H.  Considerably  better. 

Omittr.  Pil.  Cr.  Ilaust. 

May  23.  No  return  of  mania  ; feels  indisposed  ; 
tongue  yellow  ; bowels  confined  ; uneasiness  of  the 
head. 

Habt.  statim  Cal.  gr.  x.  et  post  koras  duos , 11. 

Cath. 

May  30.  Six  or  eight  dejections,  dark-colored 
uneasiness  of  the  head  removed. 

Habt.  H.  Cath.  quotidie. 

June  10.  Continues  free  from  complaint. 

Habt.  p.  r.  n.  Pil.  Cath. 

Sept.  26.  The  symptoms  which  usually  precede 
an  attack  of  mania  have  occasionally  come  on,  and 
have  given  way  to  a spare  diet,  and  the  administra- 
tion of  a cathartic. 


24- 

Dec.  20.  Has  continued  free  from  complaint. 

May  26,  1818.  No  return  of  mania. 

March  12.  Free  from  complaint. 

OBSERVATIONS. 

The  brain  here  suffered,  not  from  sympathy,  but 
from  interrupted  circulation,  which  produced  con- 
gestion  and  excitement  in  its  vessels,  followed  by  a 
derangement  of  the  intellectual  faculty. 

The  complaint  originated  in  chronic  inflammation 
and  congestion  of  the  liver,  otherwise,  the  remedies 
employed  could  not  have  effected  a cure. 

The  history  of  the  case  shews  the  advantage  to  be 
derived  from  attention  to  precursory  symptoms  ; for, 
active  cathartics  exhibited  on  the  approach  of  these, 
obviated,  at  different  times,  the  recurrence  of  the 
maniacal  paroxysm.  It  shews,  moreover,  that  cer- 
tain phenomena  often  present  themselves,  which^ 
if  not  overlooked,  may  serve  to  guide  the  practitioner 
to  the  hidden  cause  of  the  complaint,  and  to  a 
rational  plan  of  cure ; such,  in  the  present  instance, 
were  the  hepatic  flush  of  the  face,  the  color  of  the 
eye  and  skin,  the  state  of  the  excretions,  and  the 
tense  and  uneasy  feeling  experienced  in  the  abdomen 
on  pressure. 
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AFFECTIONS  OF  THE  LUNGS, 

ORIGINATING  IN  DERANGED  ACTIONS  OF  THE  LIVER. 


Oil  the  ‘2d  January,  181.5,  I first  visited  Mr.  S. 
a young  gentleman  aged  2 l,  of  a slender  form  and 
sallow  complexion.  He  complained  of  cough,  fetid 
expectoration,  dyspnoea,  and  pain  in  the  sternum, 
augmented  by  sneezing,  coughing,  or  by  making  a 
deep  inspiration ; these  symptoms  were  of  seven 
months  duration.  The  bowels  were  constipated,  and 
the  faeces  dark  or  tar-like  ; the  urine  was  high-co- 
lored ; the  tongue  foul,  and  coated  with  yellowish 
mucus  ; there  was  loss  of  appetite,  fiesh  and  strength  ; 
there  was  a low  irregular  fever ; pain  was  felt  on 
pressing  the  right  hypochondre  and  the  epigastric 
region,  and  both  lobes  of  the  liver  were  apparently 
enlarged. 

Jlirud.  xxxvii.  hypochondria  dextro  et  regioni 
epigast. 

Pil  Hyd.  et  Ext.  Co!.  C.  ornni  nocte. 

Sulph.  Magnes.  3ii.  vel  3iii.  ornni  mane. 

Jan.  10.  Has  taken  the  pills  and  salts  regularly  ; 
two  or  four  dejections  daily,  dark  or  greenish  *,  urine 
turbid ; pain  on  pressing  the  right  hypochondre  and 
epigastrium  abated. 

Cont.  Pil.  et  Sulph.  Magnes. 
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Jan.  23.  Feels  somewhat  relieved,  but  the  pec- 
toral symptoms  continue,  accompanied  ^by  morning 
sweats  ; feces  not  quite  so  dark  ; soreness  on  pres- 
sing the  right  hypochondre. 

Vesic.  Hyp.  dextro.  Cr.  Med . 


Feb.  10.  Considerably  better ; pectoral  symp- 
toms almost  removed ; no  morning  sweats ; slight 
ptyalism  ; faeces  brownish  ; urine  deposits  a lateri- 
tious  sediment ; no  soreness  on  pressing  the  right 
hypochondre  or  epigastrium;  appetite  and  spirits 
improved. 

Cont.  Pit  et  Sulph.  Magn. 

Hab.  Tinct.  Mur.  Ferri  gutt.  xx.  bis  quotidic 
in  aquce  tepid#  Cyatho. 


OBSERVATIONS. 

We  here  witness  an  instance  of  the  good  effects  of 
topical  blood-letting  and  of  cathartics,  combined  with 
mercurials,  in  removing  pectoral  symptoms,  arising 
from  enlargement  and  irregular  actions  of  the  liver. 

The  urgent  symptoms  at  the  onset  were  cough,  fetid 
expectoration,  dyspnoea,  and  pain  in  the  chest,  followed 
by  weakness,  loss  of  appetite,  heat  of  skin  and  morning 
sweats,  symptoms  which  gave  rise  to  the  suspicion  of 
approaching  pulmonary  consumption.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  sallow  complexion,  the  indigestion,  the 
morbid  condition  of  the  faeces  and  urine,  were  indi- 
cative of  a diseased  state  of  the  liver,  and  on 
examination,  both  lobes  wrere  found  enlarged  and  ex- 
tremely sensible  to  the  touch. 


27 


Under  such  circumstances  it  will  be  fortunate  for 
the  patient  if  the  physic ian  direct  his  attention  to 
the  organ  chiefly  and  primarily  diseased. 

The  plan  of  treatment  was  adopted  on  the  ground 
that  the  pulmonary  symptoms  wtre  secondary,  and, 
as  the  habit  was  free  from  scrofula,  mercury  was 
combined  with  cathartics.  Their  first  e fleet  was  to 
unload  the  bowels  of  their  long  accumulated  con- 
tents, the  next,  to  produce  a more  healthy  secretion  of 
bile  and  more  regular  alvine  discharges.  In  propor- 
tion to  the  regularity  and  natural  appearance  of  those 
excretions,  the  cough,  dyspnoea  aud  the  other  pul- 
monary symptoms  gradually  gave  way.  But,  as 
cases  of  this  nature  are,  for  the  most  part,  insidious  in 
their  attack  and  slow  in  their  progress,  so  they  are 
found  obstinate  and  difficult  of  removal  ; and  this 
young  gentleman  took  the  medicines  regularly  for 
more  than  three  weeks  before  he  experienced  any  de- 
cided relief. 

When  the  state  of  the  digestive  organs  was  amend- 
ed, the  chalybeate  was  given  with  effect  as  a resto- 
rative ; a more  generous  diet  was  allowed,  and 
country  air,  exercise  on  horse-back,  temperance  and 
early  hours  were  strongly  recommended. 


July  10///,  1816. 

Miss , jet.  33, 

Complains  of  cough,  purulent  expectoration,  un- 
easiness in  the  chest  and  hemoptysis  \ these  syrup- 
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toms  arc  accompanied  by  a low  irregular  fever,  by 
spasms  of  the  stomach  and  legs,  and  by  shooting 
pains  in  both  hypochondres. 

Pulse  108,  complexion  sallow,  tongue  foul  and 
yellowish  ; urine  high-coloured  and  turbid  ; frequent 
retching  ; bowels  constipated  ; catamenia  regular ; 
soreness  on  pressing  the  epigastrium. 

This  patient  is  of  sedentary  habits,  has  been  sub- 
ject for  years  to  indigestion,  and,  for  some  time, 
has  indulged  in  excessive  grief.  Blisters,  expecto- 
rants, the  diluted  sulphuric  acid,  opiates  and  ipeca- 
cuanha have  been  administered  without  advantage. 

Hirud.  xx.  Jftcgioni  Epigastric x. 

Pit.  Catli.  ex  Cal.  et  Ext.  Col.  C. 

July  13.  Three  or  four  dejections  daily,  dark,  hard 
and  fetid  ; urine  deposits  a pink-colored  sediment  ; 
soreness  on  pressing  the  epigastrium  diminished  ; 
pectoral  symptoms  still  troublesome,  but  somewhat 
abated  in  violence  ; the  left  lobe  of  the  liver  appears 
to  be  enlarged  and  hardened. 

P/7,  ex  Cal.  et  Ext.  Col.  C.  omni  node. 

Sulph.  MagnesiXy  3iii.  omni  mane. 

July  20.  No  return  of  hemoptysis  during  the 
last  two  days  ; expectoration  less  purulent ; feces 
greenish  and  yellow  ; urine  variable  in  colour ; fe- 
verish symptoms  abated. 

Cont.Med . 
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July  29.  No  uneasiness  in  the  epigastrium  ; pec- 
toral symptoms  almost  removed  ; faeces  brownish  ; 

gums  spongy. 

t'ont.  Med. 

0 

August  6.  A return  of  appetite  ; excretions  of 
a more  natural  appearance  ; no  cough,  dyspnoea, 
nor  hemoptysis. 

Omitt.  PH. 

Country  air  and  dandelion  juice  recommended. 

OBSERVATIONS. 

Here,  the  hemoptysis  did  not  proceed  from  tu- 
bercles, or  any  alteration  of  structure  in  the  sub- 
stance of  the  lungs,  but  from  congestion  and  extra- 
vasation, produced  by  the  irregular  actions  and  en- 
largement in  the  left  lobe  of  the  liver. 

The  purulent  expectoration  was  the  consequence 
of  a morbid  secretion  from  the  lining  membraue  of 
the  bronchia?  and  its  ramifications. 

From  the  failure  of  the  remedies  first  employed, 
w ith  a view  to  relieve  the  affection  of  the  chest,  and, 
from  the  presence  of  symptoms  indicative  of  a de- 
rangement of  the  digestive  organs,  I was  led  to 
conclude  that  the  seat  of  the  complaint  was  mistaken, 
and  had  recourse  to  leeches  and  blisters  to  diminish 
the  increased  actiou  and  sensibility  of  the  hepatic 
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vessels ; cathartics  and  calomel  were  daily  exhi- 
bited to  empty  the  alimentary  canal,  and  to  promote 
more  healthy  secretions.  When  these  objects  were 
accomplished  the  disease  of  the  chest  subsided. 


On  the  2€d  of  December,  IS  15,  I was  consulted 
by  Miss.  W.  aged  19  ; of  a delicate  constitution 
and  scrofulous  habit ; she  complained  of  a dull  pain 
in  the  right  side  and  in  the  sternum  j of  palpitation 
of  the  heart,  dyspnoea,  and  a teazing  dry  cough, 
and  occasionally  of  hemoptysis,  thirst,  heat  of  skin 
and  restlessness. 

On  inquiry,  she  said  that  she  had  often  felt 
shooting  pains  in  both  hypochondres  ; that  her 
bowels  were  usually  constipated,  and  that  she  was  sub- 
ject to  indigestion,  head-aches  and  epistaxis. 

The  catamenia  were  regular  ; soreness  was  felt  on 
pressing  the  epigastrium. 

I 

The  pectoral  symptoms  were  of  a year’s  duration. 

The  father  of  this  young  lady  is  scrofulous,  and  la- 
bours under  an  affection  of  the  liver. 

Pil.  Cath. 

Mist.  Opiat.  pro  tussi. 

Hirud.  xx.  epigastrio. 
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Dec.  26.  Relieved  by  the  cathartic  and  the  ap- 
plication of  the  leeches  ; two  or  three  dejections 
daily,  faeces  dark,  hard  and  fetid  ; urine  turbid  and 
high-coloured  ; cough  and  dyspnoea  somewhat  re- 
lieved ; complains  of  a stitch  in  the  right  side  be- 
low the  false  ribs,  and  of  pains  in  both  scapula? 
pulse  106,  strong  ; skin  hot  and  dry. 

Hirud.  xvi.  hyp.  dextro. 

Rep.  pil.  cuth. 

Jan . 2.  1815.  Has  taken  the  cathartic  daily  ; 
faeces  tar-like  ; urine  deposits  a copious  lateritious 
sediment  ; pain  and  uneasiness  in  the  right  hypo- 
chondre  and  in  the  epigastrium  abated ; feverish 
and  pulmonary  symptoms  diminished. 

Pil.  Calk,  omni  nocte. 

II.  Calk,  ovmi  mane. 

Jan.  8.  Much  uneasiness  in  the  epigastrium  ; 
faeces  saffron-coloured  ; urine  turbid  ; no  return  of 
hemoptysis  ; cough  and  palpitation  relieved. 

Rep.  PH.  et  llaust . 

Vesic.  Epigastno. 

Jan.  IS.  Relieved  by  the  application  of  the  blis- 
ter ; shooting  pains  occasionally  in  the  sternum  ; 
farces  brown  and  yellow  j urine  high-coloured. 

Rep.  pil.  et  haust . 

Jan.  22.  No  uneasiness  in  eitheT  hypoc-hondre 


or  scapula  ; pectoral  symptoms  removed  \ return  of 
appetite  and  rest ; excretions  of  a natural  appearance. 

Rep.  Pil.  et  Haust. 

OBSERVATIONS. 

This  is  a case  of  threatening  phthisis  pulmonalis, 
induced  by  chronic  inflammation  of  the  liver. 
The  cough,  dyspnoea,  hemoptysis  and  irregular  fever 
were  the  symptoms  that  induced  the  parents  and 
friends  of  the  patient  to  consult  a physician,  and 
they  considered  them  of  so  alarming  a nature,  that 
the  first  question  proposed  was,  whether  a more  ge- 
nial climate  might  not  check  the  progress  of  the 
approaching  consumption  ; and,  from  the  symptoms 
enumerated,  and  the  delicacy  and  scrofulous  habit  of 
the  patient,  little  doubt  can  be  entertained  but 
that  this  formidable  malady  would  eventually  have 
taken  place,  had  not  the  exciting  cause  been  de- 
tected and  removed. 

As  the  constitution  was  strumous,  and  the  liver- 
complaint  hereditary,  mercury  was  not  adminis- 
tered. 


On  the  19th  December,  1814,  I was  consulted 
by  the  friends  of  Miss  B.  as  to  the  probable 
benefit  she  might  derive  from  a visit  to  the  South 
of  France.  This  young  lady  laboured  under  a 
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troublesome  cough,  accompanied  by  a viscid  yel- 
lowish expectoration,  difficulty  of  breathing,  and 
fugitive  pains  throughout  the  chest ; her  pulse  was 
frequent  and  hard  j her  skin  hot  and  dry  j her 
tongue  was  foul  and  thirst  urgent ; there  was  ema- 
ciation, loss  of  appetite,  and  constipation  of  the 
bowels ; the  complexion  was  dusky  and  sallow, 
the  head  ached,  and,  at  times,  considerable  uneasiness 
and  tumefaction  were  felt  in  the  abdomen. 

These  complaints  were  of  two  years  duration,  and 
were  attributed  to  wet,  cold,  and  a mis-managed  dy- 
sentery. On  examination,  the  right  lobe  of  the  liver 
was  found  enlarged,  hardened,  and  extremely  sen- 
sible to  pressure. 

Hirud , xxx.  hypochondria  destro. 

P/7,  llydrarg.  cum  scammon. 

Dec . 20.  Three  dejections  resembling  the  ground* 
of  coffee ; urine,  high-colored. 

Cont.  pi luke. 

Dec.  23.  Cough  and  hoarseness  very  trouble- 
some ; faeces  dark  and  fetid  ; urine  turbid ; high 
fever. 

Vs.  Jviii. 

Mist.  Cat  it. 

Mist,  opiat.  tussi  urgente. 

Dec.  24.  Blood  dense ; four  dejections,  dark 
colored ; latcritious  sediment  in  the  urine  j pectoral 
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symptoms  relieved  *,  considerable  uneasiness  on  pres- 
sing the  right  hypochondre. 

Hirud.  xxv.  hyp.  electro. 

Pi/.  Hydrarg.  cum  Scam  omni  node. 

Haust.  Cath.  cum  Sulphate  Magn . omni  mane. 

Dec.  28.  Great  relief  from  the  application  of 
th  leeches ; three  or  four  dejections  daily,  still 
dark  colored  ; urine  turbid  with  a pink-colored  sedi- 
ment ; cough  and  dyspnoea  relieved. 

Rep.  pil.  et  haust. 

Jan.  7.  Faeces  yellowish  ; urine  straw-colored  ; 
pectoral  symptoms  abated ; still  some  soreness  on 
pressing  the  right  hypochondre. 

Vesic.  hyp.  dextro. 

Rep.  pil.  et  haust. 

Jan.  12.  Soreness  in  the  right  hypochondre  di- 
minished ; faeces  of  an  orange  color  ; urine  turbid  ; 
no  pain  in  the  chest. 

Rep.  pil.  et  haust. 

Jan.  21.  No  pain  nor  tumefaction  of  the  abdo- 
men ; faeces  and  urine  of  a natural  appearance ; 
pectoral  symptoms  removed. 

Convalescent. 


OBSERVATIONS. 


On  a perusal  of  this  case  it  will  appear  that  the 
urgent  symptoms  were  pulmonary ; indeed,  the  cough 
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and  dyspnoea  were  so  distressing,  and  the  disposition 
to  hectic  was  so  manifest,  that  the  patient  and  her 
friends  were  alike  apprehensive  of  incipient  phthisis 
pulmonalis ; a disease,  which,  there  is  reasou  to 
think,  would  have  supervened  but  for  the  remedies 
employed. 

The  hepatic  symptoms  were  so  mild  and  so  ob- 
scurely defined  as  to  have  been  overlooked  or  for- 
gotten in  the  more  prominent  affection  of'  the  chest. 
What  led  me  to  a particular  examination  of  the  liver 
was,  the  appearance  of  the  complexion  and  excre- 
tions, the  tumefaction  and  uneasiness  of  the  abdomen, 
the  imperfect  state  of  digestion,  and  the  dysenteric 
affection  under  which  this  patient  had  laboured  pre- 
viously to  any  complaint  of  the  chest. 

The  great  lobe  of  the  liver  was  found  enlarged 
and  highly  irritable. — The  remedies  employed  were 
mercury  combined  with  cathartics,  blood-letting, 
blisters,  and  leeches  j a sedative  regimen  was  re- 
commended. Jly  this  plan  of  treatment  the  hepatic 
symptoms  were  gradually  removed,  and  with  their 
removal  the  disease  of  the  lungs  disappeared  j but  as 
a troublesome  cough  is  never  to  be  neglected,  an 
opiate  was  frequently  given,  and  with  the  happiest 
effects : it  allayed  the  cough,  procured  rest,  and  dif- 
fused an  agreeable  sensation  throughout  the  frame. 

d2 
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June  20,  1813. 

GAFFNEY,  TAILOll,  JET.  22.  PITT-STREET. 

During  the  last  twelve  months  has  complained  of 
a teazing  cough,  dyspnoea,  pains  in  the  chest,  and 
irregular  fever ; of  weakness,  diminished  appetite 
disturbed  rest,  and,  occasionally,  of  pain  and  a 
sense  of  weight  in  the  right  side  stretching  towards 
the  back  ; the  eye  and  skin  have  become  of  a light 
yellowish  color ; the  bowels  have  been  alternately 
constipated  and  relaxed  ; there  has  been  acidity,  fla- 
tulence and  uneasiness  of  the  stomach,  irregularity 
of  appetite  and  high  colored  urine — expectorants, 
blisters  and  aperients  have  been  employed,  and  coun- 
try air  and  a vegetable  diet  recommended. 

About  a month  ago  the  cough  became  troublesome, 
accompanied  by  a viscid  dark  expectoration  tinged 
with  blood  : — within  the  last  three  days  he  has  cough- 
ed up  daily  from  one  to  three  pints  of  an  ichorous 
matter.  Pulse  1 1 6,  of  tolerable  strength,  skin  hot 
and  moist,  tongue  foul  and  yellowish  ; faeces  dark 
and  olive  coloured  ; urine  turbid  ; considerable  dys- 
pnoea and  oppression  of  the  chest. 

Vcsic.  Later i dext.  Pit.  ex  Cal.  et  Ex.  Col.  C. 

June  21.  Fasces  black,  resembling  the  grounds  of 
coffee.  Urine  deposits  a mucous  yellowish  sediment — 
dyspnoea  ; praecordial  anxiety;  restlessness  ; fever; 


about  five  pints  of  a mahogany  coloured  matter  hav# 
been  thrown  up  in  different  fits  of  coughing. 

Vesic.  Stenio . Rep.  Pit.  et  M.  Sal. 

June  25.  During  the  last  three  days  about  two 
quarts  of  an  ichorous,  bitter,  and  sometimes  yellowish 
matter  have  been  daily  expectorated — at  times,  or- 
thopnoea ; considerable  uneasiness  and  weight  in  the 
right  side;  great  anxiety  and  distress  on  lying  upon 
the  left. — The  matter  expectorated  tinges  linen  of  a 
yellow  color. 

Rep.  Pil.  et  M.  Sal. 

June  50.  Quantity  of  matter  expectorated  gra- 
dually diminishing ; frequent  shivering ; irregular 
fever  ; swelling  and  redness  of  the  right  side  about 
the  third  and  fourth  false  ribs. 

Fov.  pars  office ta. — Rep.  Pil.  et  M.  Sal. 

July  6.  Yesterday  there  was  a copious  discharge 
of  purrulent  matter  mixed  with  blood  from  between 
the  third  and  fourth  false  ribs  of  the  side  affected  ; 
the  same  kind  of  matter  is  expectorated  in  small 
quantity ; appetite  tolerable  ; fa*ces  vary  in  colour 
and  consistence ; urine  deposits  a piuk-coloured  se- 
diment. 

//.  cath. — cal.  gr.  iv. — M.  Sal . Rep.  fotus. 

July  12.  Discharge  from  the  side  continues; 
cough  and  dyspnoea  relieved. 

Rep.  omnia. 
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July  22.  A purulent  ichorous  matter  now  flows 
from  a second  orifice  below  the  fourth  false  rib  j is 
able  to  walk  abroad. 

Cont. 

Aug.  10.  Symptoms  more  favorable ; gone  to 
the  country  ; recommended  to  drink  goat’s  whey  and 
dandelion  juice,  and  to  take  occasionally  doses  of 
Epsom  salt. 


Sept.  29-  Little  cough  ; no  purulent  nor  icho- 
rous expectoration  ; discharge  from  the  side  conti- 
nues ; fever  abates  ; faeces,  at  one  time  pale,  at  an- 
other yellowish  ; urine  varies. 

Hab.  pil.  hydrarg.  gr.  v.  omni  node. 

Nov.  SO.  Gradual  restoration  of  strength  ; slight 
discharge  from  the  side. 

Omitt.  pil.  hydrarg. 

Jan.  12.  1814.  Little  discharge  from  the  side ; 
is  able  to  attend  to  business. 

Oct.  1.  1818.  Since  the  year  1814,  this  man  has 
enjoyed  good  health  ; paid  unremitting  attention  to 
business,  and  has  married. 

Fatigue  and  exposure  to  wet,  have  occasionally 
caused  cough  and  some  degree  of  heat  and  uneasi- 
ness in  the  region  of  the  liver  ; these  symptoms  have 
yielded  to  moderate  blood-letting,  and  to  the  use  of 
mercury  and  cathartics. 


REMARKS. 


The  pectoral  symptoms  were  here  so  urgent,  and 
assumed  such  a complexion  that  the  patient  was  sup- 
posed to  labour  under  phthisis  pulmonalis  ; and  when 
large  quantities  of  purulent  matter  tinged  with 
blood  were  thrown  up  by  coughing,  it  was  stated  that 
a vomica  had  burst  in  the  lungs,  and  that  death  must 
speedily  follow. 

But,  from  the  yellow  color,  and  bitter  taste  of  the 
matter  expectorated,  and  the  situation  of  the  exter- 
nal opening  which  was  between  the  third  and  fourth 
false  ribs,  it  was  evident  that  the  abscess  had  its  seat 
in  the  liver,  and  that  thence  it  had  made  its  way  partly 
into  the  lungs,  and  was  partly  discharged  through 
the  external  aperture,  and  therefore  that  the  cough, 
dyspnoea,  &c.  only  proceeded  from  the  disordered 
condition  of  the  liver. 

It  may  be  here  asked  whether  there  were  any 
symptoms  which,  at  an  tally  period  of  the  disease, 
might  have  enabled  the  practitioner  to  form  a correct 
idea  of  its  seat  and  nature.  Certainly,  the  more  ob- 
vious features  of  the  ease  indicated  a disordered  state 
of  the  lungs,  but  it  had  others,  vke.  acidity,  uneasi- 
ness and  flatulence  of  the  stomach,  irregularity  of 
the  bowels,  and  a morbid  appearance  of  the  eye, 
skin  and  excretions,  which,  though  somewhat  ob- 
scure, might  have  enabled  the  physician  to  take  a 
more  correct  view  of  the  subject ; and  in  this  he 
would  have  been  further  assisted  by  au  accurate  exa- 
mination of  the  seat,  extent  and  direction  of  the 
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pain,  and  of  the  position  in  which  the  patient  lay  or 
moved  with  least  inconvenience. 

The  high  importance  of  an  early  knowledge  of 
the  complaint  in  cases  of  this  kind  is  obvious,  be- 
cause it  is  only  by  the  early  employment  of  active 
remedies,  calculated  to  abate  inflammatory  action  in 
the  liver,  that  the  formation  of  an  abscess,  and  its 
subsequent  discharge  through  the  substance  of  the 
lungs,  can  be  prevented. 


CASES, 

TO  SHEW  HOW  FAR  THE 

ACTIONS  OF  THE  HEART 

MAY  BE  INFLUENCED  BY 

DISEASES  OF  THE  LIVER. 


In  the  month  of  October,  1815,  I first  visited 

Mrs. , who  was  about  forty-eight  years  of  age, 

of  a spare  habit  of  body,  and  sallow  complexion. 

* In  the  7th  vol.  2d  part  of  the  Med.  Chirurg.  Transactions 
for  1816,  an  excellent  paper  has  appeared  by  Dr.  W.  Philip, 
shewing  the  influence  of  Hepatic  Disease  in  the  production  of 
a complaint  of  the  lungs  which  he  names  Dyspeptic  Phthisis  ; 
this  paper  which,  I have  not  till  lately  had  the  pleasure  of  pe- 
rusing, is  of  a posterior  date  to  the  above  cases  and  the  obser- 
vations to  which  these  cases  have  given  rise. 
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She  complained  of  weaknesses,  which  she  com- 
pared to  the  approach  of  death  ; of  difficulty  of 
breathing  and  palpitation  of  the  heart,  especially  on 
ascending  a hill  or  stair-case,  sometimes  even  ou 
making  any  slight  bodily  exertion  : these  attacks 
were  frequent,  and  accompanied,  at  times,  by  pain 
Jn  the  left  side  and  fore  arm.  Considerable  relief 
was  often  procured  by  lying  down  upon  the  left 
side.  Pulse  114,  feeble  and  irregular  ; tongue  foul ; 
taste  vitiated  ; bowels  constipated ; faeces  dark  ; 
urine  turbid;  appetite  bad;  occasional  head- aches ; 
debility,  emaciation,  lowness  of  spirits.  Several 
medicines  had  been  prescribed  without  effect. 


I directed  an  opiate  to  In?  taken  occasionally,  a 
mild  aperient  when  necessary,  and  a blister  to  be 
applied  upon  the  left  side.  But,  disgusted  with  me- 
dicine and  dissatisfied,  she  retired  to  the  country, 
saying,  her  complaint  originated  in  grief  and  dis- 
appointment, and  that  a cure  was  hopeless. 

In  1 81ti,  I again  visited  this  lady:  she  told  me 
that  three  months  before  she  was  attacked  with  in- 
flammation of  the  liver  ; — that  she  was  blooded 
and  blistered,  and  repeatedly  took  cathartics,  and 
since  that  period  the  violence  of  her  former  com- 
plaint had  considerably  abated.  She  was  indeed  still 
subject  to  returns  of  weaknesses,  palpitation  and  op- 
pression, but  these  were  now  only  caused  by  anxiety 
of  mind,  violent  exertion  or  constipation  of  the 
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bowels,  and  were  much  slighter  than  formerly.  The 
pulse  was  84  and  regular,  the  appetite  good,  and 
health  and  strength  were,  in  a great  degree,  re- 
stored. 

Pil.  Calk.  p.  r.  n. 


OBSERVATIONS. 

The  urgent  symptoms,  in  this  case,  indicated  dis- 
organization of  the  heart  or  its  large  vessels  : this 
was  the  opinion  of  the  different  medical  gentlemen 
who  were  consulted  ; and  the  patient,  from  the  per- 
suasion that  her  disease  was  incurable,  became  re- 
signed to  her  fate. 

Some  months  after  my  first  visit  she  had  an  attack 
of  hepatitis,  for  the  cure  of  which  she  was  blooded 
and  blistered,  and  took  several  doses  of  active  cathar- 
tics : the  liver  complaint  was  thus  removed,  and 
with  the  cessation  of  this  complaint  there  was  also  a 
cessation  of  the  symptoms  which  had  previously  ex- 
cited so  much  alarm.  She  is  now  able  to  go  abroad 
and  enjoy  society  ; she  is,  however,  subject  to  slight 
returns  of  the  affection  of  the  heart,  whenever,  in 
consequence  of  grief  or  other  causes,  the  functions  of 
the  liver  and  the  other  digestive  organs  are  derang- 
ed.— The  occurrence  of  inflammation  in  the  liver 
led  to  the  discovery  of  the  real  nature  of  the  com- 
plaint. 


February  15,  1817. 


■MR.  H , AGED  53. 

Robust,  and  of  temperate  habits. 

Has  been  ill  four  months  of  indigestion,  slight 
cough,  dyspnoea,  and  occasionally  of  palpitation  of  the 

I heart ; but  lie  chiefly  complains  at  present  of  a sense 
of  suffocation  at  the  lower  part  of  the  sternum, 
which  is  excited  by  any  bodily  exertion,  particu- 
larly on  going  up  an  ascent.  The  paroxysm  varies 
in  violence,  and  lasts  from  a few  moments  to  six  or 
eight  minutes  : the  face  then  becomes  pale,  the  body 
and  extremities  cold  ; a sense  of  lassitude  is  diffused 
throughout  every  limb,  and  the  pulse  is  hard,  frequent, 
irregular  and  intermitting.  Before  and  during  the 
attack  a sense  of  fulness  and  uneasiness  is  complain- 
ed of  in  the  epigastrium,  and,  at  times,  throughout 
the  abdomen. 

Diuretics,  anti  spasmodic*  and  digitalis  have  been 
taken  without  benefit. 

This  gentleman  resided  for  eight  or  nine  years  in 
Baltimore,  where  he  laboured  under  ague  and  a liver 
complaint. 


For  the  last  ten  months  he  has  complained  of  tht 
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varied  symptoms  of  indigestion,  and,  at  times,  of 
soreness  in  the  hepatic  region. 

Vesic.  Pcctori 

Pil.  ex.  Cat.  et  Extr.  Col.  C. 

Feb.  16.  Relieved  by  the  blister;  fasces  of  a 
pitchy  color  and  consistence ; urine  scanty,  turbid 
and  deposits  a pitch-colored  sediment ; frequent  re- 
turn of  the  sense  of  suffocation  on  lying  down,  on 
rising,  while  dressing  or  walking  about  the  room  j 
pulse  intermitting  ; abdomen  full  and  tense  ; tongue 
coated  with  a yellowish  mucus ; considerable  uneasi- 
ness on  pressing  the  epigastric  region. 

Pil.  Hydrarg.  cum  Scilla  omni  node. 

Mist.  Camphor,  et  Find.  Opii , p.  r.  n. 

Pil.  Catli.  p.  r.  n. 

♦ 

Feb.  % 1.  Paroxysms  less  violent  and  freqnent ; 
found  ease  from  the  camphorated  anodyne  ; three  or 
four  dejections  daily,  dark  and  greenish  ; urine  more 
copious,  and  deposits  a brick-colored  Sediment ; hard- 
ness and  fulness  in  the  hypogastric  region  ; some  en- 
largement of  the  left  hypochondre,  apparently  of  the 
spleen  ; appetite  bad ; disturbed  rest ; cannot  bear 
the  recumbent  posture. 

Infric.  abdom.  omni  node.  Ung.  Hydrarg.  $i. 

Vesic.  inter  scap. 

Rep.  alia. 

# ' 

Feb.  9J.  Feels  somewhat  relieved. 

Cont. 


March  7.  Slight  ptyalism  ; cough  troublesome  ; 

I bo  we  la  constipated ; sense  of  suffocation  more  fre- 
iquent,  accompanied  by  extreme  debility  ; pulse,  in- 
ttermitting  and  irregular. 

Vt -sic.  pcctori , 

Haust.  cath . 

Rep.  alia  med. 

March  11.  Cougli  and  sense  of  suffocation  re- 
lieved ; urine  Ibii.  to  lbiii.  daily,  varying  in  color 
and  consistence;  frees  dark  and  yellowish;  pulse 
<96,  irregular,  but  not  intermitting  ; tongue  cleaner  ; 

; {soreness  on  pressing  the  epigastrium  abated. 

Rep  II.  cath.  Vng.  Ifydrarg. 
ct  Pit.  lhfdr.  cum  Set  lid. 

March  18.  No  return  of  the  sense  of  suffoca- 
tion for  the  last  three  davs ; fa?ces  yellowish  and 
Hbrown ; urine  increased  in  quantity;  little  tension 
nor  uneasiness  of  the  abdomen  ; pulse  82,  regular ; 

| -ptyalism. 

Omitt.  Vng.  llydrarg. 

Rep.  alia. 

March  Ql2.  At  dinner  yesterday  the  sense  of 
i suffocation  twice  came  on. 

Vestc.  Sterno.  Cent.  alia. 

March  29-  No  return  of  the  sense  of  suffocation ; 
X can  walk  up  stairs  with  ease  ; took  an  airing  yester- 
( day  ; digestive  functions  considerably  improved. 

Cent. Mist.  A mar. 


cum  Sudd. 
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April  8.  Free  from  complaint. 
Omitt.  Med. 


OBSERVATION'S. 

The  frequent  returns  of  the  sense  of  suffocation, 
excited  by  motion,  especially  on  going  up  an  ascent, 
would  be  generally  considered  symptomatic  of  An- 
gina Pectoris. 

The  irregular  and  intermitting  pulse,  the  impos- 
sibility of  continuing  in  the  recumbent  posture  the 
dyspnoea,  palpitation  and  scanty  urine,  might  be  attri- 
buted to  effusion  into  the  cavities  of  the  chest  and 
pericardium,  which  usually  accompanies  that  disorder. 

The  symptoms,  slow  in  their  progress,  gradually 
became  serious,  and  had  lasted  about  four  months, 
when  the  patient  placed  himself  under  my  care. 

The  paroxysms  varied  in  violence,  and  continued 
from  a few  seconds  to  a few  minutes. 

Often  immediately  before,  and  during  the  pa- 
roxysm, a sense  of  fulness  and  uneasiness  was  felt  in 
the  epigastrium. 

Several  months  before  this  complaint  came  on 
there  was  a considerable  derangement  of  the  diges- 
tive functions,  accompanied,  at  times,  by  soreness  in 
the  epigastrium. 
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About  eight  or  nine  years  ago  this  gentleman, 
when  in  America,  laboured  under  intermittent  fever 
and  a liver  complaint,  to  the  effects  of  which  may 
be  traced  many  of  the  above-mentioned  complaints ; 
indeed,  from  a review  of  the  case,  I was  led  to  hope 
that  the  symptoms  of  Angina  Pectoris  and  dropsy  of 
the  chest  originated  in  obstruction  and  morbid  ac- 
tions of  the  abdominal  viscera,  especially  of  the 
liver,  and  that  a cure  was  therefore  practicable. 
Mercury  was  accordingly  ordered  by  inunction  and 
in  the  form  of  pill  combined  with  squills  ; cathartics 
were  daily  administered,  and  in  tlve  course  of  six 
weeks  the  fulness  and  tenderness  of  the  abdomen 
were  removed ; the  bowels  became  free,  the  excre- 
tions more  natural,  the  quantity  of  urine  was  aug- 
mented, and  the  symptoms  of  Angina  Pectoris,  by 
degrees,  disappeared. 


dynes,  the  sense  of  suffocation  was  always  relieved. 
Bitters  and  soda  wttc  subsequently  taken,  and  they 
served  to  restore  appetite  and  digestion. 


COMPLAINTS  OF  THE  STOMACH, 


OCCASIONED  BY  OBSCURELY  MARKED 

DISORDERS  OF  THE  LIVER, 


July  16,  1813. 

MISS  V.  , JET.  24,  HENRY-STREET. 

Of  a hale  constitution. 

Labours  under  the  following  symptoms  : frequent 
vomiting,  especially  after  meals ; constipation  of  the 
bowels  ; bad  appetite  and  rest,  uneasiness,  flatulence 
and  acidity  of  the  stomach  ; amenorhcea : — ill  seve- 
ral months.  Bitters,  saline  medicines,  cathartics  and 
bark  have  been  taken  without  advantage. 

Pit.  c.v  Cal.  et  extr.  Cal.  C.  — Tinct.  Mur. 

Ferri. 

July  29-  Vomiting  comes  on  about  ten  minutes 
after  each  meal ; fieces  dark ; urine  turbid  and 
yellow. 

Cont.  Med. 

Aug.  6.  The  disease  continues. 

Balneum  tepid,  alternis  diebus. 

Cont.  Med. 
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Aug.  28.  No  alleviation  of  the  symptoms. 

Balneum  frigid,  ter.  in  Seplimand. 

Omitt.  pH. 

Sept.  10.  Thinks  herself  worse  by  the  cold  bath  ; 
bowels  constipated  ; skin  and  tunica  conjunc  tiva,  yel- 
lowish ; sense  of  uneasiness  on  pressing  the  epigas- 
trium ; urine  deposits  a pink-colored  sediment. 

Cal.  gr.  ii.  omni  nocte. 

Vesie.  epigast. 
llaust.  eath. 

Sept.  tl.  Two  or  three  dejections  daily, 
black  and  fetid  ; vomiting  less  frequent ; the  food 
lies  longer  in  the  stomach  before  it  is  rejected  j 
fulness  and  enlargement  on  pressing  the  epigas- 
trium. 

InJ'ric.  abdomini  Ung.  Ilj/drarg.  ad  is.  omni 
nocte. 

Rep.  Cal.  et  II.  Cath. 

Sept.  30.  Slight  ptyalisra ; some  amendment. 

Cont.  omnia,  fotus  abdominis. 

Oct.  8.  No  vomiting  for  two  days.  Eye  and  skin 
of  a more  natural  appearance ; feces  yellowish  ; 
appetite  improved. 

Cr. 

E 
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Oct.  lG.  No  vomiting  since  last  visit.  Ptyalism. 
Catamenia  adsunt. 

II.  Cath.  p.  r.  n. 

Omitt.  alia. 

Oct.  24.  Gradual  restoration  of  health  and 
strength. 


observations. 

On  the  ground  of  this  complaint,  originating  in 
weakness  and  irritability  of  the  . stomach,  tonics, 
opiates,  &c.  were  first  given,  but  in  vain.  After  a 
trial  had  been  made  of  these  remedies,  I saw  the 
patient. 

No  pain  nor  sense  of  weight  or  uneasiness  was 
complained  of  in  any  organ.  The  rejection  of  the 
food  was  the  sole  distressing  symptom,  for  the  cure 
of  which  I was  consulted. 

Cathartics  were  prescribed  daily  to  empty  the  ali- 
mentary canal,  and  chalybeates  to  promote  a flow 
of  the  catamenia.  Large  quantities  of  fecal  bilious 
matter  were  carried  off,  but  with  no  decided 
benefit.  The  tepid  and  cold  bath  were  next  em- 
ployed ; no  amendment  followed. 

At  this  period  a yellowish  tinge  was  observed  in 
the  skin  and  eye  j the  urine  deposited  a pink-co- 
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lored  sediment,  and  the  faeces  presented  a preter- 
natural appearance.  These  circumstances  led  me  to 
an  examination  of  the  liver,  the  left  lobe  of  which 
was  found  enlarged  and  highly  sensible  to  the  touch. 

To  allay  irritation,  and  perhaps  chronic  inflam- 
mation in  this  viscus,  a blister  was  applied  to  the 
epigastrium  ; the  constitution  being  free  from  scro- 
ula,  a full  trial  was  given  to  mercury ; aj>crients 
were  daily  exhibited  ; fomentations  were  applied  to 
the  abdomen,  and  a spare  diet  was  recommended.— 
By  these  measures  the  morbid  actions  of  the  liver 
were  corrected,  and  the  excretions  became  more  na- 
itural.  The  consequences  were,  a cessation  of  the 
’vomiting,  a restoration  of  appetite  and  strength,  and 
return  of  the  catamenia. 


On  the  '21  st  November,  1816,  I wu  consulted 

% Captain , a-t.  49 ; a gentleman  of  a foil 

sound  constitution,  and  accustomed  to  in- 
tdulgc  in  the  use  of  fermented  liquors.  He  com. 
(plained  of  a sense  of  distension  and  uneasiness  in  his 
«omach  and  bowels  ; of  acidity,  nausea,  llatulence, 
>nd  often  of  vomiting,  especially  after  taking  food  . 
af  constipation,  head-aehes,  disturbed  rest,  irregular 
ever  and  emaciation ; ill  live  or  six  years. 

Various  remedies,  under  the  head  of  corrobomnts 
»uu  antacids,  have  been  taken. 

PH.  Cath.  M,  Amctr. 

E * 


Nov.  SO.  No  amendment ; fugitive  pains  in  the 
right  hypochondre  and  shoulder,  faeces  pale  and 
gluey  ; urine  turbid  and  yellow  ; complexion  sallow. 

Pil.  Hydrarg.  gr.  v.  omni  node. 

H.  Cath.  omni  mane. 

Hirud.  xxx.  hyp.  dextro. 

Dec.  11.  Pain  in  the  right  hypochodre  aug- 
mented by  pressure  ; excretions  more  natural ; vo- 
miting less  frequent. 

Vesic.  hyp.  dext. 

Rep.  Pil.  et  H.  Cath. 

Dec.  24.  No  vomiting ; pain  abated  ; rest  and 
appetite  improved  $ tongue  yellowish  ; skin  and  eye 
of  a jaundiced  hue. 

Rep.  Pil.  el  II.  Cath. 

Jan.  10.  1817*  Ptyalism ; considerable  amend- 
ment. 

Omitt.  Pil.  Hyd . 

Cont.  H.  Cath. 

Jan.  §0.  Free  from  complaint. 

OBSERVATIONS. 

Here  the  affection  of  the  stomach  and  bowels  was 
symptomatic  of  diseased  actions  in  the  liver. 
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Diminished  appetite,  flatulence,  acidity  and  con- 
stipation, existed  for  years,  and  were  disregarded ; 
the  nausea,  rejection  of  the  food  and  emaciation 
gave  the  alarm,  and  advice  was  called  for.  Bark, 
gentian,  columbo,  sulphuric  acid,  opium  and  ca- 
thartics were  severally  administered,  and  each  for 
the  moment  afforded  relief ; still,  however,  the  dis- 
ease advanced  ; the  flesh  began  to  waste  -f  an  irregu- 
lar fever  was  present,  and  the  constitution  seemed  to 
give  way.  In  this  state  I first  saw  the  patient. 
On  my  second  visit,  after  the  failure  of  the  simple 
• cathartic  and  bitter,  I suspected  chronic  inflamma- 
tion and  congestion  of  the  liver,  in  consequence  of 
the  pains  in  the  right  hvpochondre,  and  the  appear- 
ance of  the  excretions  and  complexion.  Accord- 
ing to  this  view  of  the  case,  leeches  and  a blister 
were  applied  to  the  part  affected  ; a cathartic  was 
i given  every  morning,  and  the  blue  pill  every  night ; 
a suitable  regimen  was  laid  dowoi  and  strictly  ad- 
hered to,  and  in  the  course  of  about  six  weeks  the 
morbid  actions  of  the  liver  were  corrected,  the  va- 
trious  symptoms  indicative  of  disease  of  the  stomach 
iand  bowels  then  subsided,  and  the  patient  gradually 
recovered  flesh  and  strength. 
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DYSENTERIC  AFFECTION, 

> »•  - • t » “■  - * • « ' ■ • . » , 

ARISING  FROM 

VITIATED  BILE  ANJ  MISMANAGEMENT. 

i . .!  1)  ' S i . i • . 


August  Qt  1817- 
captain  G , AST.  48. 

Indisposed  a fortnight  j during  the  first  week  la- 
boured under  a bilious  diarrhoea  ; during  the  second 
has  suffered  considerably  from  tenesmus,  pains  in 
the  bowels,  nausea  and  restlessness  ; there  is  no  na- 
tural evacuation  from  the  bowels,  but  mucus  tinged 
with  blood  is  repeatedly  passed  off ; the  urine  re- 
sembles the  grounds  of  porter  j the  skin  is  sallow, 
and  there  is  some  degree  of  fever.  Opiates,  ipeca- 
cuanha, catechu  and  the  chalk  julep  have  been  ad- 
ministered. 

This  gentleman  resided  several  years  in  the  East 
Indies. 

Cal.  gr.  x.  statim ; post  horas  tres  Sulph. 

M agues.  %i. 

Aug.  3.  Faeces  hardened,  dark,  and  covered  with 
blood  and  mucus  j tormina. 

Fov.  abdomen. 

Rep.  Cal.  et.  S.  Mag. 

Aug . 4.  Numerous  dejections  of  a more  natural 
appearance ; tormina  abated. 

Rep.  Cal.  et  Sul.  Magn. 
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Aug.  5.  Faeces  lightly  tiuged  with  blood  and  mu- 
cous ; fever  diminished  ; no  nausea. 

Pil  Ilydrarg.  gr.  v.  omni  node . 

II.  Sal.  Cath.  omni  mane. 

Aug.  8.  Faces  orange  colored. 

Cr.  Pil.  et  II. 

Aug.  1 4.  Excretions  of  a natural  appearance; 
return  of  appetite. 

Aug.  18.  Convalescent. 

OBSERVATIONS. 

This  is  a case  of  bilious  diarrhoea,  occasioned  by 
vitiated  bile  secreted  in  undue  quantity.  Had  ape- 
rients and  diluents  been  employed  in  the  first  in- 
stance, the  complaint  might  have  been  removed  ; or, 
if  not  interfered  with,  might  have  ceased  sponta- 
neously in  the  course  of  three  or  four  days  : check- 
ed by  opiates  and  astringents,  tormina,  tenesmus, 
and  other  symptoms  of  dysentery  made  their  appear- 
ance, which  required  the  exhibition  of  active  reme- 
dies ; and  au  illness,  commonly  of  a few  days  dura- 
tion, was,  by  mismanagement,  protracted  as  many 
weeks. 

This  gentlemen,  like  most  others  who  have  lived 
within  the  tropics,  is  subject  to  stomach  and  bowel 
complaints,  caused  by  irregular  actions  in  the  hepatic 
system. 
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DERANGED  ACTIONS 

OF  THE 

UTERUS  AND  VAGINA , 

OCCASIONED  BY  A DISORDERED  STATE  OF  THE 

LIVER. 


May  6,  1814. 

MRS. , aged  26. 

Of  a delicate  frame  and  sci'ofulous  habit. 

For  eight 'years  has  occasionally  complained  of  fu- 
gitive pains  and  soreness  in  the  right  hypochondre, 
stretching  towards  the  scapula  and  shoulder  of  the 
same  side.  The  pains  are  accompanied  by  constipation 
of  the  bowels,  a morbid  state  of  the  excretions,  and 
symptoms  of  indigestion : leucorrhoea  of  more  than 
three  years  duration  ; catamenia  irregular  and  scanty  ; 
emaciation  and  loss  of  appetite  \ — Bark,  chalybeates, 
astringents  and  mild  aperients  have  been  prescribed 
without  advantage. 

The  father  of  this  lady  died  of  a liver  complaint 
and  dropsy  ; she  has  had  no  child,  although  married 
four  years. 

Ilirud.  xx.  hyp.  dextro . 

Pit.  ex  Scam,  et  Rheo. 
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May  7.  Jaundiced  color  of  the  skin  and  tunica 
adnata  of  the  eye  ; pains  relieved  by  the  application 
of  the  leeches  ; feces  resemble  the  grounds  of  coffee  ; 
urine  red ; leucorrhcea  profuse,  offensive,  and  of  a 
brown  color  ; tongue  foul ; pulse  SH  ; 110  appetite. 

Rep.  pilulce. 

May  14.  Two  or  three  dejections  daily,  dark  and 
greenish ; urine  curdly  and  yellowish ; fugitive 
pains  occasionally  in  the  right  hypochondre  and 
shoulder ; leucorrhoea  continues,  attended  by  pains 
and  uneasiness  in  the  back  and  loins ; slight  head- 
ach. 

Vesic.  hyp.  dextro. 

Rep.  pi l u ter  cath. 

Haunt,  amar.  altcal.  Bis  quotidie . 

May  22.  A discharge  has  been  kept  up  from  the 
right  side  by  the  application  of  savin  ointment ; pain 
considerably  abated  ; two  or  three  dejections  daily, 
dark  and  fetid  ; appetite  improved ; urine  of  a 
wheyey  appearance ; leucorrhcea  profuse  and  acrid. 

Rep.  pit.  et  /must. 

May  SO.  Gradual  amendment. 

Cont.  pit.  et  H. 

June  22.  Catamenia  present ; during  the  last 
f ortnight  the  leucorrhcea  has  been  gradually  lessening  j 
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pain  iu  the  right  hypochondre  removed ; some  re- 
turn of  strength. 

Cont.  pil.  et  /must . 

July  28.  No  appearance  of  Ieucorrhoea;  cata- 
menia have  returned,  and  in  a natural  quantity  ; reco- 
very of  appetite,  health,  and  spirits  ; excretions  na- 
tural. 


Sept.  10.  Complexion  good;  countenance  ani- 
mated ; catamenia  regular  ; no  return  of  Ieucorrhoea. 
A nutritious  diet,  early  hours,  and  moderate  exer- 
cise are  recommended. 

Dec.  21.  Acidity,  heat,  and  flatulence  of  sto- 
mach attended  by  morning  sickness  ; no  catamenia 
for  seven  weeks ; appetite  tolerable ; bowels  con- 
fined. 

Rep.  pil.  et  haust. 

Feb.  28,  1815.  Pregnancy  announced  ; health 
and  spirits  good. 


COMMENT. 

The  complaint  of  the  liver  was  of  some  years  dura- 
tion, and  the  Ieucorrhoea  of  several  months. 

When  the  general  health  was  impaired,  and  the 
system  rendered  irritable  by  the  disordered  actions 
in  the  liver,  the  discharge  from  the  vagina  commen- 
ced, became,  at  length,  profuse  and  acrid,  and  was, 


59 


in  its  turn,  the  cause  of  still  greater  debility,  and  of 
much  pain  and  uneasiness  in  the  region  of  the  uterus. 
But  the  leucorrhoea  would  seem,  rather  to  have  been 
the  effect  of  the  morbid  actions  in  the  liver  than  of 
any  local  primary  disease  of  the  vagina  or  uterus ; 
for,  this  complaint  was  subsequent  to  that  of  the  liver, 
and  gradually  yielded  to  the  remedies  employed  for 
its  removal;  bark,  steel,  tonics,  and  astringents  had 
been  previously  administered  in  vain. 

Of  the  manner  in  which  the  disease  of  the  liver  here 
operated  in  the  production  of  leuct,  rlnra  some  idea 
may  be  formed  f rom  the  following  considerations. 

When  the  liver  is  scrofulous  and  deranged  in  its 
actions,  bile,  defective  in  quantity  and  quality  is 
secreted  ; the  consequences  arc  a want  of  tone  in  the 
alimentary  canal,  and  imperfect  digestion  and  chylifi- 
catiou  ; sanguification  is  incomplete,  irregular  actions 
commence  in  different  organs,  accompanied  by  lin- 
gering hectic  and  wasting  of  the  flesh  ; the  pabulum 
of  all  the  humors  being  thus  tainted,  and  deficient  in 
strength  and  vitality,  we  may  exjiect  that  the  fluids 
secreted  should  be  vitiated,  and  excite  irritation  in 
the  secreting  glands  and  membranes.  In  this  way 
some  explanation  may,  perhaps,  be  given  of  the  leu- 
corrhoea and  irregularity  of*  the  menses ; and,  in  the 
present  instance  there  was  a further  exciting  cause, 
arising  from  a local  stimulus,  the  long-accumulated 
fecal  and  bilious  matter  lodged  in  the  intestines, 
which,  by  irritating  the  uterus  and  vagina,  necessarily 
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increased  the  quantity  and  acrimony  of  the  dis- 
charge. 

Mercury  was  not  given,  for  the  constitution  was 
scrofulous,  and  the  disease  of  the  liver  seemed  to 
partake  of  this  taint ; leeches  were  applied,  a drain 
was  established  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  part  af- 
fected, and  cathartics,  light  bitters,  and  soda  were 
the  only  medicines  employed.  A nutritious  and  ra- 
ther generous  diet  was  allowed,  and  country  air 
and  exercise  on  horseback  were  recommended. 

Under  this  mode  of  treatment  health  and  strength 
were  restored,  and  the  uterus  and  vagina  resumed 
their  natural  functions. 


20  th  March , 1815. 

Mrs.  ',  aged  28. 

Of  a hale  constitution. 

Has  complained  for  six  years  of  nervous  head- 
aches, of  acidity  and  flatulence  of  the  stomach,  and 
occasionally  of  vomiting  and  of  fugitive  pains  in 
both  hypochondria. — Languor;  diminished  appe- 
tite ; constipated  bowels  ; urine  turbid ; catamenia 
make  their  appearance  every  4th,  Gth,  or  7th  month, 
and  are  then  accompanied  by  great  uneasiness  and 
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pains  in  the  region  of  the  uterus.  Married  five 
years  and  has  had  no  child. 

V.  S.  Sviii. 

Pil.  Cath.  ex  Cal.  et  Extr.  CoL  C. 

March  21.  Head,  stomach  and  bowels  relieved  by 
the  blood-letting  and  cathartick ; blood  dense  and 
florid  ; face*  dark,  hard  and  fetid ; urine  high-co- 
lored. 

Rep.  Pil. 

March  25.  Three  or  four  dejections  daily,  dark 
or  greenish  j urine  dejxisits  a pink-colored  sediment ; 
head-ach  abated. 

Rep.  Pil. 

March  30.  Faxres  pale  ; eye  and  skin  slightly 
jaundiced ; urine  high-colored ; uneasiness  of  the 
head,  and  considerable  languor ; soreness  on  pressing 
the  right  hypochondre. 

Hirud.  xx.  hyp.  dextro. 

Pil.  Hydrarg.  gr.  v.  omni  node. 

Haust.  Cath.  omni  mane. 

April  8.  Considerable  ease  was  procured  by  the 
application  of  the  leeches ; fasces  yellowish  ; urine 

deposits  a lateritious  sediment. 

Rep.  pil . et  haust. 

April  14.  Some  return  of  appetite  and  strength. 

Rep . 
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April  20.  Pain  and  throbbing  of  the  temples  j 
bowels  open. 

v.  s.  3viii. 

Rep.  pil.  et  haust. 

April  21.  Free  from  head-ach ; two  or  three 
dejections  daily,  yellowish. 

Cant.  pil.  et  haust. 

April  24.  Return  of  the  catamenia  j appetite  and 
spirits  good  ; gums  sore. 

Cont.  pil . et  haust. 

April  29.  Slight  ptyalism  ; return  of  health  and 
strength. 

Omittr.  Pil.  Hydrarg. 

Haust.  Cath.  p.  r.  n. 

Recommended  to  the  country,  and  to  drink  the 
juice  of  Taraxacum. 

May  20.  Continued  amendment. 

June  1 2.  Last  week  the  catamenia  returned  un- 
accompanied by  pain  or  uneasiness  in  the  region  of 
the  uterus. 

Oct.  26.  Morning  sickness ; appetite  and  spi- 
rits good ; no  appearance  of  the  catamenia  for  seven 
weeks. 

Haust.  Salin. 

j* 

Jan.  29,  1816.  Symptoms  of  pregnancy  appa- 
rent. Enjoys  good  health. 


Will  'L.'.J.I. 


63 

Sept.  4.  Has  been  safely  delivered. 

No  return  of  head-ach,  or  of  the  symptoms  of 
indigestion. 


OBSEKVATIOVS. 


The  head-aches  were  called  nervous  because  the 
patient  was  weak  and  languid ; but,  as  they  were 
accompanied  by  throbbing  of  the  temples,  and  re- 
lieved by  venesection,  it  is  clear  they  were  produced 
by  congestion  and  encreased  action  of  the  vessels  of 
the  brain. 


The  appearance  of  the  eye,  skin  and  excretions, 
and  the  soreness  felt  in  the  hypochondria,  afford 
evidence  of  inflammation  and  obstruction  having 
existed  in  the  vessels  of  the  liver ; when  the  dis- 
ordered actions  in  this  viscus  were  removed,  the 
* 

head-aches  also  ceased  ; does  it  not  then  follow  that 
the  affection  of  the  brain  was  itself  the  consequence 
of  that  of  the  liver? 


As  soon  as  the  liver  and  the  other  digestive  or- 
gans recovered  their  former  energy,  the  catamenia 
became  regular,  and  were  no  longer  attended  with 
pain.  This  lady,  who  had  been  married  some  years, 
shortly  afterwards  became  pregnant  for  the  first 
time. 
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On  the  10th  May,  1R12,  I visited  Mrs. , 

aged  24,  corpulent,  and  of  sedentary  habits. 

She  complained  of  fulness  and  pain  of  the  head, 
vertigo  and  tinnitus  aurium  ; of  acidity  and  flatulence 
of  the  stomach,  foulness  of  the  tongue  ; bad  appe- 
tite ; lassitude  ; constipation  of  the  bowels  and  fugi- 
tive pains  in  the  right  hypochondre  and  epigas- 
trium. Two,  three  or  four  months  would  elapse 
without  any  appearance  of  the  catamenia,  and  then 
they  were  deficient  in  quantity,  and  attended  with 
considerable  pain  and  uneasiness  in  the  uterine  re- 
gion j married  three  years,  and  has  had  no  child. 

V.  S.  g viii. 

Pil.  Cath.  ex  Cal.  et  Scam. 

May  12.  Head  relieved ; faeces  dark  and  har- 
dened ; urine  turbid  ; pain  and  great  sensibility  to 
pressure  in  the  region  of  the  liver ; complexion  sal- 
low j taste  bitterish  ; pulse  94 ; thirst. 

Hirud.  xxiv.  hyp.  dextro. 

Rep.  pil.  Cath. 

May  15.  Pain  and  uneasiness  in  the  hepatic 
region  somewhat  abated  ; faeces  dark  and  greenish  ; 
urine  of  a wlieyey  yellowish  appearance  j head  much 
engaged  ; pulse  i 02,  eye  and  skin  yellowish. 

Vesicat.  hyp.  dextro  et  epigastrio. 

M.  Cath.  quotidie. 

Pediluvium. 
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May  20.  Head  and  liver  relieved  ; faeces  brown 
and  greenish. 

Pil.  Hydrarg.  gr.  v.  ornni  nocte . 

M.  Cath.  ornni  mane. 

May  28.  Appetite  and  digestion  improved ; 
head  and  side  occasionally  affected,  but  in  a slight 
degree. 

Cont.  Pil.  Hyd.  et  M.  Cath . 

June  6.  Gradual  amendment. 

Cont.  Pil.  et  M.  Cath. 

Haust.  Amar.  Alkal. 

June  12.  Yesterday  there  was  an  appearance  of 
the  catamenia,  accompanied  by  slight  pains  in  the 
region  of  the  uterus  ; tenderness  of  the  gums. 

Omitt.  Pil.  Hyd. 

Rep.  H.  Amar. 

Country  air,  regular  exercise  and  early  hours  re- 
commended. 

July  22.  Enjoyed  good  health  in  the  country  ; 
last  week  there  was  a return  of  the  catamenia,  un- 
accompanied by  pain,  and  the  discharge  was  natural 
in  quantity  and  quality. 

Recommended  to  Cheltenham. 

Oct.  26.  Drank  the  Cheltenham  water  about  a 
month,  and  took  four  grains  of  the  blue  pill  every 
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second  night  for  three  weeks : during  this  period 
she  enjoyed  health  and  spirits.  Complains  of  morn- 
ing sickness  and  retching.  No  appearance  of  the 
catamenia  for  six  weeks  j appetite  good  ; bowels 
free. 

Inf  us.  Quassia?  et  Rhei , 

Nov  SO.  Faintishness  ; swelling  of  the  breasts ; 
no  appearance  of  the  catamenia  j sense  of  fulness  and 
weight  in  the  uterine  region. 

Jun.  3 1.  Pregnancy  announced. 

OBSERVATIONS. 

The  affection  of  the  head,  and  the  painful  ob- 
structed menstruation  were  the  circumstances  which 
chiefly  engaged  the  attention  of  the  patient  : the 
lassitude,  diminished  appetite,  acidity,  flatulence,  and 
constipation  of  the  bowels,  being  considered  the  con- 
sequence of  indigestion,  were  disregarded. 

It  is  remarkable,  that  in  the  course  of  the  medical 
treatment,  acute  pain,  for  the  first  time,  w\as  felt  in 
the  right  hypochondre,  though  a jaundiced  appear- 
ance of  the  skin  and  eye,  and  a morbid  state  of  the 
excretions,  symptoms  ascribed  to  indigestion,  had 
existed  previously  to  the  head-aches  and  the  irregular 
actions  of  the  uterus. 

As  the  head-aches  were  attended  by  marks  of  ex- 


citement  of  the  brain,  blood-letting  and  cathartics 
were  employed  w ith  the  happiest  effect.  The  con- 
stitution wu  free  from  any  scrofulous  taint ; the  blue 
pill  was  therefore  ordered,  to  promote  a more  healthy 
secretion  of  bile  ; and  to  remove  the  irregular  actions 
and  pain  of  the  liver,  leeches  ami  a blister  were 
applied  to  the  right  hypochondre,  and  aperients 
were  daily  administered.  These  remedies,  a mild 

t alkaline  bitter,  a fit  diet,  country'  air,  exercise, 
change  of  scene,  and  the  use  of  Cheltenham  water 
having  restored  energy  to  the  vessels  of  the  liver, 
and  tone  aud  activity  being  thus  communicated  to 
the  alimentary  canal  and  general  habit,  the  head- 
aches ceased,  the  symptoms  of  indigestion  were  re- 
moved, and  the  catamenia  became  regular. 

||  In  this,  as  in  the  two  former  cases,  pregnancy 
took  place  on  the  removal  of  the  uterine  derauge- 
Kaent. 


A 


CASE  OF  GOUT, 

WHICH  SEEMED  TO  OWE  ITS  ORIGIN  TO  A 

MORBID  STATE  OF  THE  LIVER. 


6th  Juney  1816. 

MR.  G , JET.  49,  SACKVILLE-STREET. 

Of  a sanguine  temperament , ro busty  and  long  ac- 
L customed  to  indulge  in  the  use  of  fermented 
liquors. 


During  the  last  3 years  has  had  repeated  attacks 
of  gout  in  the  loins  and  extremities,  accompanied  by 
head-ach,  vomiting,  indigestion,  and  loss  of  appetite. 
During  the  last  seven  years  has  been  occasionally 
subject  to  a dull  pain,  and  sense  of  weight  and  heat 
in  the  right  hypochondre,  attended  by  fugitive  pains 
in  the  back  and  shoulders,  by  an  irregular  fever, 
and  by  a preternatural  state  of  the  fa?ces  and  urine. 


At  present  the  gout  has  laid  hold  of  the  balls  of 
the  great  toes  ; there  is  fever  j^the  right  lobe  of  the 
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liver  is  enlarged  and  highly  sensible  to  the  touch ; 
the  urine  deposits  a copious  brick-colored  sediment 
the  bowels  are  constipated ; the  faeces  resemble  the 
grounds  of  coffee,  and  the  skin  and  eye  are  of  a 
jaundiced  hue. 

Hirud  xxx.  hyp.  dext. 

Pil.  Hydrarg.  gr.  v.  otmii  nock . 

II.  Catfi.  omni  mane. 

June  10.  Pain  in  the  right  hypochondre  abat- 
ed ; acidity,  bilious  vomiting  and  flatulence  ; pink- 
colored  sediment  in  the  urine ; appetite  bad ; 
tongue  foul  and  yellowish.  The  inflammation  in 
the  balls  of  the  toes  is  of  a rose  color. 

Ilirud . xx.  hyp.  dextro. 

Rep.  Pil . et  Haunt. 

June  % 1.  Fugitive  pains  in  both  hypochondrcs. 
Considerable  amendment. 

Rep.  pil.  et  hatisi.  cath. 

July  4.  Ptyalism  ; enlargement  and  pain  in  the 
right  hypochondre  almost  removed  ; no  symptom  of 
gout ; some  return  of  appetite ; excretions  more 
natural. 

Rep.  pil.  et  haust.  cath. 

Haunt,  arnar.  quotidie. 

July  l6.  Ptyalism  continues;  no  uneasiness  nor 
swelling  in  the  right  hypocondre ; return  of  strength 
and  appetite. 

Omitt.  pil.  Hydrarg. 

Haht.  H.  Cath . p.  r.n. 
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June  19,  1810.  For  some  time  past  has  freely 
indulged  in  the  pleasures  of  the  table  ; complains  of 
a dull  pain  in  the  right  side  and  of  indigestion  ; 
is  apprehensive  of  a return  of  gout. 

Hirud.  xxiv.  hyp.  dext. 

Pil.  Hydrarg.  gr.  v.  omni  node . 

H.  Catk.  omni  mane. 

Low  diet. 

.Tune  30.  Disease  of  the  liver  much  diminished. 


Rep.  pil.  et  haust. 


July  1 3.  Some  degree  of  ptyalism ; considers 
himself  free  from  complaint. 

Ilaust.  Cath.  p.  r.  n. 

Aug.  6.  1817-  By  temperance  and  exercise  this 
gentleman  has  remained,  during  the  last  year,  free 
from  any  disease  of  the  liver.  There  has  been  no 
symptom  of  gout. 

OBSERVATIONS. 

The  pains  in  the  loins  and  extremities,  the  rose- 
colored  blush  in  the  balls  of  the  great  toes,  and  the 
pinkish  deposit  in  the  urine,  were  indicative  of  gout. 

The  bilious  vomiting,  acidity  and  flatulence  of  the 
stomach  ; the  foul  tongue  ; diminished  appetite,  and 
constipation  of  the  bowels,  shewed  a derangement 
of  the  digestive  organs. 

And  the  pain,  heat  and  enlargement  of  the  right 
lobe  of  the  liver,  the  soreness  felt  on  pressure,  and 
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the  feverish  symptoms,  proved  the  existence  of  chro- 
nic hepatitis. 

Such  was  the  complicated  character  of  this  attack. 

The  mode  of  treatment  was  simple ; leeches  re- 
moved the  pain  in  the  hypochondre  ; by  the  use  of 
mercury,  cathartic*  and  bitters,  the  enlargement  of 
the  liver  was  diminished,  tone  was  restored  to 
the  digestive  organs,  and,  during  the  accomplish- 
ment of  these  objects,  the  gouty  pains  gradually  sub- 
sided. 

About  a year  afterwards,  in  consec|uence  of  habits 
of  intemperance,  the  liver-complaint  returned,  and 
this  return  was  accompanied  by  some  threatening  of 
gout ; the  gout,  however,  was  kept  off,  and  the  dis- 
ease of  the  liver  yielded  to  the  remedies  employed. 
— This  gentleman  has  since  continued  in  the  enjoy- 
ment of  good  health. 

May  we  not  hence  conclude  that  the  gouty  pains, 
in  this  instance,  proceeded  from  the  diseased  actions 
in  the  liver  ? 

But  why  gout  should  appear  in  one  patient  and 
uot  in  another,  where  circumstances  arc  apparently 
equal,  is  a question  not  easy  of  solution.  May  it  be 
accounted  for  on  the  ground  of  original  f nnation 
or  predisposition  ? We  find  from  experience,  that 
diseases  of  the  liver  produce,  in  one  jienon,  apoplexy  ; 
in  another,  hydrothorax;  in  a third,  ascites;  in  a 
fourth,  pulmonary  consumption  : why,  therefore,  in 
a fifth,  may  they  not  prove  an  exciting  cause  of  gout  ? 


A CASE 

OF 

PARALYSIS, 

ORIGINATING  IN  A 

DISEASE  OF  THE  LIVER. 


April  18,  1817* 

MR.  , AGED  45,  KING-STREET. 

Sallow  and  emaciated. 

During  six  years  has  occasionally  complained  of 
pain  and  uneasiness  in  the  hepatic  region  and  the 
inferior  part  of  the  right  scapula,  accompanied  by 
head-ach,  vertigo,  palpitation,  dyspnoea  and  fever : 
the  excretions,  during  these  attacks,  have  been  mor- 
bid, and  have  varied  in  color  and  consistence. 

Cathartics,  mercury,  and  a low  regimen,  have  been 
often  employed  with  temporary  benefit. 

Yesterday  evening  was  suddenly  attacked  with  ver- 
tigo and  head-ach,  followed  by  a paralytic  affection 
of  the  tongue  and  left  hand  and  arm ; pulse  1 1 6, 
strong  ; face  flushed  ; tongue  foul ; right  lobe  of  the 
liver  enlarged  and  highly  sensible  to  the  touch. 

V.  S.  3 x.  — Pil.  ex  Seam,  et  Jalap . . . 

April  19.  Blood  buffed;  head  relieved  ; fasces 
saffron-colored;  urine  turbid;  heat  and  pain  in  the 
right  hypochondre. 

Hirud.  xx.  hyp.  dextro. 

_ Rep.  pilula  cath. 
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April  20.  Pain  and  sensibility  to  pressure  in  the 
hepatic  region  diminished  ; paralytic  affection  con- 
tinues ; pulse  9 1 ; fkces  dark-colored  ; urine  de- 
posits a pink  sediment ; head-aeh  and  vertigo. 

Htrud.  xxiv.  umporihus  . . Rep.  pilulev. 

April  24.  Two  or  three  dejections  daily  ; urine 
high-colored;  head-ach  and  vertigo  relieved;  speech 
rather  more  distinct : there  is  more  heat  and  sensi- 
bility in  the  hand  and  arm,  but  the  weakness  con- 
tinues. 

Vesic.  Nuchar. — Rep.  piL 

April  30.  Symptoms  somewhat  more  favorable. 

Vesic.  Vert  id  Capitis. 

Mist.  Cath. 

May  10.  Copious  discharge  from  the  vertex ; 
feces  occasionally  resemble  tar ; urine  high  colored  ; 
skin,  tongue  and  eye  of  a yellowish  hue  ; has  some 
command  of  the  muscles  of  the  left  hand  and  ann  ; 
heat  and  soreness  in  the  right  hypochondre. 

Vesic.  hyp.  dextro.  et  Vertici. 

Mist . Cath.  Hal. 

May  30.  Gradual  amendment. 

June  22.  Speech  tolerably  distinct;  is  able  to 
use  the  left  hand  and  arm  ; free  from  heaeh-ach  and 
vertigo  ; no  pain  nor  enlargement  of  the  liver  ; ex- 
cretions natural. 

Rep.  M.  Cath. 
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Country  air  and  dandelion  juice  recommended. 

July  30.  Free  from  complaint. 

OBSERVATIONS. 

A paralytic  affection  of  the  tongue  and  arm  here 
Supervened  to  a disease  of  the  liver ; but  was  pre- 
ceded by  head-ach,  vertigo,  and  other  symptoms  in- 
dicative of  congestion  and  irregular  actions  in  the 
vessels  of  the  brain. 

This  state  of  the  brain  seems  to  have  been  pro- 
duced by  the  enlargement  and  inflammation  of  the 
liver,  in  consequence  of  which  the  free  transit  of 
the  blood  from  the  vena  partarum  was  prevented,  and 
a congestion  in  the  extreme  vessels  and  general  ple- 
thora took  place  ; moreover,  the  fulness  of  the  cere- 
bral vessels  was  still  further  increased  by  the  pres- 
sure of  an  enlarged  liver  upon  the  great  vessels  in 
its  neighbourhood. 

The  paralytic  affection  continued  for  some  time 
after  the  removal  of  the  disorder  of  the  brain  and 
liver. 

Nor  can  this  be  a matter  of  surprise  ; for  when  the 
brain  has  ceased,  for  a time,  to  exert  its  full  influ- 
ence on  any  set  of  muscles,  a morbid  change  may 
take  place  in  their  nerves  and  fibres,  and  debility 
may  continue  in  the  parts  which  depended  for  their 
motion  on  these  muscles,  though  energy  be  restored 
to  the  brain  in  which  the  disorder  originated. 


AFFECTIONS 


i 


OF  THE 

CUTANEOUS  VESSELS, 

ARISING  FROM  A 

VITIATED  STATE  OF  THE  BILE. 


In  Nov.  1816.  I was  consulted  by  Miss , 

who  complained  of  a red  papular  eruption,  and  a 
sense  of  heat  and  uneasiness  in  the  face,  neck,  and 
chest. 

This  eruption  has  frequently  occurred  during  the 
last  twelve  mouths,  and  has  been  always  preceded  by 
pain  in  the  right  side  and  fore-arm,  by  indigestion 
and  by  hcad-aeh,  or  a sense  of  w eight  in  the  vertex  ; 
and  it  has  uniformly  disappeared  with  the  hepatic 
symptoms.  Puslse  104 ; bowels  constipated  ; faxes 
rather  pale  ; considerable  uneasiness  on  pressing  the 
right  hypochondre. 

By  the  application  of  leeches,  the  use  of  the  blue 
pill  and  cathartic  extract,  the  hepatic  symptoms  were 
relieved  ; the  digestive  organs  were  restored  to  their 
healthy  actions,  and  the  eruption  gradually  disap- 
peared : the  same  remedies  had  been  frequently  em- 
ployed under  similar  circumstances,  and  with  the 
same  effect. 
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Jteb.  3,  18 17. 

* 

MRS.  , AGED  24. 

Of  a melancholic  temperament  and  sedentary  habits . 

When  a child,  subject  to  herpetic  eruptions. 

About  two  years  ago,  after  the  loss  of  a favorite 
child,  complained  of  a dull  pain  in  the  right  hypo- 
chondre  and  the  inferior  portion  of  the  right  scapula, 
accompanied  by  indigestion,  low  fever,  and  a jaun- 
diced appearance  of  the  eye  and  skin.  Shortly  af- 
terwards, a vesicular  eruption  was  observed  on  the 
body  and  extremities,  in  patches  of  different  sizes, 
some  of  which  became  scaly  and  desquamated,  while 
others  suppurated  and  degenerated  into  scabies : 
The  eruption  was  troublesome,  and  continued  for 
months  after  the  removal  of  the  liver  complaint : 
different  remedies  were  ineffectually  employed  ; it 
yielded,  finally,  to  the  use  of  the  tepid  bath  and  the 
sulphur  ointment.  The  affection  of  the  liver  was 
quickly  removed  by  the  application  of  leeches,  and 
the  exhibition  of  active  cathartics.  This  lady,  at 
present,  labours  under  acute  pain  inthe  right  hypo- 
chondre  and  fever,  attended  by  the  varied  symp- 
toms of  indigestion  ; and  yesterday  a vesicular  erup- 
tion appeared  upon  the  neck,  bodyand  lower  ex- 
tremities. 

Hirud.  xxv.  hyp.  dextro. 

Ilaust.  Cath. 
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Feb.  4.  Pain  relieved  by  the  application  of  the 
leeches  ; fasces  resemble  the  grounds  of  coffee  ; urine 
high-colored ; jaundiced  appearance  of  the  eye  and 
skin  : there  is  a papular  eruption  upon  the  legs, 
red  and  itchy. 

Pil.  ex  Cal.  et  Extr.  Col.  C. 

Hirud.  xx.  hyp.  dextro. 

Feb.  5.  Faces  dark  and  greenish ; urine  tur- 
bid ; pain  of  side  considerably  abated  ; the  vesicular 
eruption  upon  the  back  is  spreading  and  painful. 

Foveantur  partes  ajjcckr  decoct,  cham. 

Rep.  pil.  cath. 

Feb.  8.  Fares  saffron -colored ; urine  deposits  a 
pink  sediment ; no  j>ain  of  side  ; the  eruption,  in 
some  places,  is  becoming  purulent,  in  others,  scaly. 

Rep,  pil.  et  Jutus. 

Feb.  14.  Excretions  more  natural;  the  eniption 
on  the  legs  has,  in  part,  assumed  a furfuraceous  ap- 
pearance ; that  upon  the  body  has,  in  part,  degenerated 
into  scabies. 

Rep.  pil.  et  Jbtus. 

Feb.  17.  Much  heat  and  Irritation  arising  from 
the  eruption. 

Utatur  Lotione  Plumb . 

Feb.  21.  Eruption,  in  some  places,  dry  and  itchy. 

Cng.  Nitr.  JJyd.  cum  Sulph. 

Mist.  Cath. 
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March  G.  Free  from  complaint. 

OBSERVATIONS. 

In  the  several  attacks  of  hepatitis  which  occurred 
in  the  patients  to  whom  this  and  the  former  case  re- 
late, a vesicular  eruption  made  its  appearance, 
which  partly  desquamating,  partly  degenerating  into 
scabies,  was  cured  with  difficulty  by  the  use  of  sul- 
phur ointment,  the  tepid  bath,  &c.  after  the  remo- 
val of  the  liver  complaint. 

As  the  eruption  is  observed  in  some  instances 
where  the  liver  is  disordered  and  not  in  others, 
under  circumstances  apparently  the  same,  must 
not  its  occurrence  depend  on  some  predisposition 
to  disease  in  the  skin,  called  into  action  by  the 
disposition  of  acrid  bile  in  its  vessels  ? 


DERANGEMENTS 


OF  THE 

NERVOUS  SYSTEM, 


CAUSED  BY  A 

DISEASED  STATE  OF  THE  LIVER. 


October  10,  1815. 

mrs. , .frr.  33,  clontarf. 

Of  a spare  habit. 

Has  complained  for  several  months  of  vertigo 
and  head-aches  ; — is  easily  flurried  and  terrified  ; is 
subject  to  tremors  of  the  extremities,  to  palpitation, 
to  fits  of  melancholy  and  globus  hystericus.  Appe- 
tite variable ; bowels  constipated  ; hepatic  flush  of 
the  face ; tongue  yellowish ; catamenia  regular  j 
languor  and  lassitude. 

This  lady  has  met  with  repeated  and  varied  disap- 
pointments and  vexations. 

'The  medicines  styled  tonic  and  antispasmodic  have 
been  administered  without  effect. 

V.  S . 3 viii  — 11.  Cath.  quotidie.  Low  diet. 
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Oct.  14.  Head  and  nervous  feelings  relieved  ; 
faeces  dark  and  greenish  ; urine  deposits  a brick -co- 
lored sediment. 

Rep.  II.  Cath. 

• 

Oct.  26.  Bilious  vomiting ; hepatic  flush  of  the 
face  ; excretions  of  a preternatural  appearance;  mind 
and  nerves  more  composed  ; says  she  has  occasionally 
felt  fugitive  pains  in  the  right  side  and  shoulder. 

Pit.  ex  Cal.  omni  node.  — II.  Cath.  omni  mane. 

Nov.  14.  Gradual  amendment;  mind  tranquil ; 
no  return  of  the  nervous  feelings  ; excretions  more 
natural. 

Haust.  Amar.  Cath.  Omitt.  Cal. 

Exercise  in  the  open  air. 

June  21,  I8l6.  Return  of  nervous  tremors,  des- 
pondency of  mind,  and  head-ach.  This  attack  she 
ascribes  to  constipation,  anxiety  and  sedentary  ha- 
bits ; pains  in  the  epigastrium  augmented  by  pres- 
sure ; feverishness.  Hepatic  flush. 

V.  S.  ^viii.  — PiV.  ex  Cal.  II.  Cath. 

July  3.  Somewhat  better. 

Rep.  Cal.  et  H.  Cath. 

July  29.  Complains  of  pain  in  the  epigastrium 
augmented  by  pressure ; bilious  vomiting ; urine 
turbid  ; faeces  of  a dark  green  ; fever. 

V.  S.  I viii.  — H.  Cath.  Infric.  Ung.  Hydrarg. 

Vesic.  Epigastric. 
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Aug.  16.  Feels  considerably  relieved;  gums 
spongy ; mercurial  fetor  of  the  breath. 

H.  Cath.  Omitt . Vng.  Hydrarg. 

Sept.  6.  Free  from  head-ach  ; mind  cheerful ; 
return  of  apj>etite  and  strength. 

H.  Amar.  Cath. 


REMARKS. 

Here  tremors,  palpitation,  head-ach,  and  despon- 
dency of  mind,  shewed  considerable  derangement  of 
the  brain  and  nervous  system : — other  symptoms  ' 
were  likewise  present,  which  denoted  great  irre- 
gularity of  the  digestive  organs.  This  disease 
was  of  long  standing,  and  was  supposed  to  originate 
in  a debilitated  state  of  the  nerves  and  stomach  ; con- 
formably to  this  view  of  the  case,  bitters,  bark, 
chalybeates  and  other  medicines  of  the  like  nature 
were  repeatedly  though  unavailingly  administered. 

The  brain  is  the  seat  and  source  of  nervous  ener- 
gy ; whatever,  therefore,  disturbs  or  irritates  this 
organ  must  occasion  a general  derangement  of  the 
system : — in  the  present  instance  the  vertigo  and 
head-aches  were  the  consequence  of  congestion  of 
blood  and  excitement  in  the  vessels  of  the  brain, 
otherwise  venesection  and  cathartics  would  not  have 
afforded  such  decided  relief. 

o 
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But  the  cause  of  this  complicated  disorder  was 
not  removed ; the  head-aches,  therefore,  and  the  af- 
fection of  the  mind,  nerves  and  digestive  organs  re- 
turned. 

My  attention  was  now  more  particularly  directed 
to  the  pain  in  the  epigastrium,  the  bilious  vomiting, 
the  morbid  condition  of  the  excretions,  and  to  the 
hepatic  flush  of  the  face,  as  proofs  of  an  affection 
existing  in  the  liver  which  might  probably  give  rise 
to  the  other  disorders  under  which  the  patient  la- 
boured j an  opinion  which  the  result  fully  justified. 

The  constitution  w?as  not  scrofulous,  nor  was  the 
liver  disorganised ; evacuants  had  been  previously 
employed ; mercury,  therefore,  was  administered 
under  the  most  favourable  circumstances,  and  with 
the  best  effects. 


October  20, 1816. 

MRS.  , act.  43,  SUMMER-HILL. 

Complains  of  restlessness,  frightful  dreams,  pal- 
pitation, unfounded  apprehensions,  tremors  of  the 
hands  and  arms ; vertigo ; tinnitus  aurium,  pr»- 
cordial  oppression  and  lowness  of  spirits. 
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These  complaints  are  of  ten  or  eleven  months 
standing.  Valerian,  bark,  castor,  and  chalybeates 
have  been  taken  without  effect. 


Appetite  bad,  bowels  constipated  ; urine  turbid  ; 
eye  muddy ; complexion  sallow  ; tongue  yellow  ; 
taste  vitiated  ; clamminess  of  the  mouth  and  fauces  ; 
low  irregular  fever ; neither  pain  nor  uneasiness  is 
felt  in  any  organ,  yet  on  pressing  the  epigastrium, 
the  left  lobe  of  the  liver  is  found  enlarged,  and  very 
sensible  to  the  touch. 

Hirud.  xxiv,  Epigastrio. 

Pil.  ex  Cal.  et  Ext.  Col.  C.  omni  node. 

Spare  diet. 


Oct.  28.  Forces  vary  in  color,  at  one  time  paJe, 
at  another  dark,  and  again  green  ; urine  deposits  an 
olive-colored  sediment.  Nervous  affection  continues; 
extravagant  fancies ; says  she  has  been  subject  to 
indigestion,  and  has  often  felt  fugitive  pains  in  the 
stomach. 

Pil.  hydrarg.  gr.  v.  omni  node. 

If  oust.  Cath.  omni  mane. 


! 
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Nov.  3.  Less  uneasiness  on  pressing  the  epigas- 
trium ; affection  of  the  mind  and  nerves  abated  ; 
three  or  four  dejections  daily ; excretions  more 

natural. 

Cunt. 


A or.  10.  Head,  mind  and  nerves  relieved  ; four 
or  five  dejections  daily  ; expression  of  countenance 

a 2 
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improved  ; considerable  uneasiness  on  pressing  the 
epigastrium. 

Vesic.  epigastrio. 

Cr.  Pil.  hyd.  et  haust. 

Nov.  cZl.  Fieces,  at  times,  of  a saffron-color; 
ptyalism  ; little  uneasiness  on  pressing  the  epigas- 
trium. Mind  more  cheerful ; nervous  affection  sub. 
siding. 

Rep.  Pil.  et  Ilaust. 

Nov.  30.  Gradual  amendment ; excretions  of  a 
natural  appearance. 

Omitr . Pil.  Hyd. 

Cr.  H.  Cath.  ' 

% 

Dec.  9.  Convalescent. 

II.  Amar. 


OBSERVATIONS. 


On  first  ' visiting  this  patient  I was  requested  to 
prescribe  such  remedies  as  were  suited  to  restore  ap- 
petite and  nervous  energy  ; and  it  is  clear  from  the 
tremors,  palpitation,  frightful  dreams,  fancies,  vertigo 
and  tinnitus  aurium,  that  the  mind  and  nerves  were 
considerably  disturbed.  The  difficulty  now  was  to 
ascertain  the  seat  and  cause  of  those  symptoms,  for 
neither  pain,  heat,  nor  uneasiness  was  complained  of 
in  any  organ  : in  cases  of  this  kind  where  so  much  is 
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complained  of,  and  so  little  occurs  to  fix  attention,  a 
great  deal  is  left  to  the  judgment  of  the  practitioner. 
In  the  present  instance,  on  attentive  examination, 
pressure  of  the  epigastrium  was  found  to  excite  pain  ; 
this  was  some  clue  to  the  seat  of  disease,  and  the  exa- 
mination recalled  to  the  patient’s  recollection,  that  she 
had  formerly  experienced  fugitive  pains  in  the  region 
of  the  stomach ; the  tongue  was  yellow ; the  taste 
vitiated,  the  eye  muddy,  and  the  complexion  sallow  ; 
moreover,  the  excretions  indicated  a morbid  secre- 
tion of  bile,  and  the  digestion  was  imperfect.  By 
these  circumstances  l was  led  to  consider  the  liver 
as  the  source  of  this  complicated  disease  ; and  the 
good  effects  of  the  remedies  last  employed,  and  the 
inutility  of  the  tonics  previously  exhibited,  prove 
that  this  opinion  was  well-founded. 


Sept.  96,  1815. 

MSI.  , .ET.  34,  DOMINICK-STREET. 

Oj  a sanguine  temperament. 

During  ten  years  has  complained  of  indigestion, 
and  occasionally  of  uneasiness  or  pain  in  the  hypo- 
chondria. Within  the  last  four  years  has  been  often 
attacked  with  head-ache*  and  vertigo,  and  has  been 
subject  to  a sudden  gush  of  blood  throughout  the 
brain,  followed  by  palpitation  of  the  heart,  imperfect 


vision,  weaknesses,  and  at  times,  by  a tendency  to 
deliquium. 


Rest  disturbed  by  tremors,  nervous  agitations,  and 
an  apprehension  of  death  ; bowels  constipated  ; fae- 
ces pale  or  dark  ; urine  varies,  at  one  time  pale, 
at  another  turbid,  and  deposits  a copious  pink-co- 
lored sediment ; irregular  fever  ; slight  cough  ; mu- 
cous expectoration. 


Different  remedies  have  been  prescribed,  according 
to  the  views  of  the  several  practitioners  consulted. 
Latterly,  a full  diet,  wine  and  bark  have  been  recom- 
mended on  the  ground  that  the  complaint  proceeded 
from  nervous  debility. 

P/7.  Calh.  Hirud.  xx.  temporibiis. 

Spare  diet. 


Oct.  8.  Better  in  every  respect. 
Cont. 


Sept.  30.  Head  relieved  ; fasces  greenish  ; urine 
turbid ; dull  pain  in  the  right  hypochondre  aug- 
mented by  pressure  ; disturbed  sleep  ; palpitation  ; 
anxiety  and  great  apprehensions  of  death. 

Hirucl.  xxx.  hyp.  dextr. 

Pit.  Hydrarg.  gr.  v.  omni  node. 

H.  Cath.  omni  mane. 


Oct.  20.  Goes  to  the  country  considerably  im- 
proved in  health. 
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observations. 

This  is  a case  of  congestion  and  sub-acute  inflam- 
mation of  the  liver,  of  long  standing  ; hence  the  indi- 
gestion, the  affection  of  the  brain,  the  palpitation  of  the 
heart  and  the  nervous  symptoms  above  enumerated. 
When  the  brain  was  relieved  by  the  local  depletion, 
spare  regimen  and  purgatives,  the  symptoms  attri- 
buted to  weakness  and  irritability  of  the  nerves  abat- 
ed ; and  when  the  liver  and  the  bowels,  by  appro- 
priate remedies,  recovered  tone  and  healthy  action, 
the  symptoms  referable  to  indigestion,  as  well  as  the 
others  more  immediately  indicating  a disease  of  the 
head,  totally  disappeared. 

From  the  success  of  the  depletory  and  sedative 
mode  of  treatment,  it  is  obvious  that  debility  had  no 
share  in  the  production  of  the  nervous  complaint  ; 
and  as  the  cause  has  been  removed,  we  have  reason 
to  hope  that  a radical  cure  has  been  effected. 


miss , aged  ‘24. 

Delicate,  and  of  a sa  iguine  temperament. 

After  measles,  which  terminated  favorably,  was 
attacked  on  the  15th,  and  again  on  the  Kith  April, 
1816,  with  a sense  of  weakness  in  the  stomach, 
retching  and  vomiting.  During  the  retching,  there 
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were  frequent  inspirations  and  expirations  ; the  in- 
spirations were  attended  with  a crowing  noise  : the 
matter  vomited  was  of  a greenish  color — there  were 
slight  spasms  of  the  lower  extremities  and  pain  was 
complained  of  in  the  right  side. 

I found  that  this  lady,  about  two  years  before,  had 
been  seized  every  night  with  a trembliug,  coldness 
in  her  stomach,  spasms  of  the  lower  extremities,  a 
sense  of  suffocation  often  preceded  and  accompanied 
by  pain  in  the  head  and  eye-balls,  and  attended  by  a 
temporary  loss  of  voice  and  total  loss  of  appetite. 
The  disorder  continued  with  varied  violence  for 
more  than  a year. — Several  physicians  were  con- 
sulted, who  agreed  in  considering  it  nervous,  arising 
from  debility,  and  accordingly  recommended  chaly- 
beates,  bark,  tonics  and  antispasmodics. 

I prescribed  the  cathartic  pill,  with  calomel  and 
aether  draughts. 

On  the  19th,  the  paroxysm  returned,  with  pain  in 
the  forehead  and  eye-balls,  throbbing  of  the  temples, 
loss  of  voice  and  of  power  over  the  muscles  of  the 
lower  extremities,  and  considerable  soreness  of  the 
epigastrium  on  pressure. 

The  purgative  plan  was  persisted  in,  an  enema 
was  ordered  three  times  a day,  and  assafoetida  in 
pills. 
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On  the  22d  there  was  a violent  recurrence  of 
the  paroxysm,  preceded  by  pain  of  the  occiput 
and  back,  and  accompanied  by  great  uneasiness 
of  the  stomach.  The  slightest  pressure  on  the  epi- 
gastrium occasioned  considerable  pain  ; the  pulse 
was  108  ; the  lower  extreniitities  were  quite  power- 
less. As  the  patient  objected  decidedly  to  blood-let- 
ting either  general  or  topical,  I ordered  a blister  to 
the  epigastrium,  and  continued  the  eath.  pills. 

The  blister  afforded  relief ; but  again  on  the  59th 
the  paroxysm  recurred  with  violence,  and  there  was 
considerable  pain  felt  in  both  hypochondres  j the 
bowels  were  free.  A blister  was  applied  to  the  right 
hypochondre,  and  besides  the  pills  which  were  taken 
every  night,  a camphor  draught,  with  tincture 
of  opium,  was  directed  to  be  taken,  ingruente  pa- 
roxysmo. 

On  the  3d  May  a violent  paroxysm  came  on, 
with  a general  soreness  of  the  abdomen ; it  was  of 
two  hours  duration.  Pain  being  complained  of,  a 
blister  was  applied  to  the  hypochondriac  and  right 
iliac  region. — The  purgative  pills  were  continued. 

On  the  8th  of  May,  after  a violent  paroxysm, 
which  was  apparently  abated  by  the  anodyne,  as 
there  was  great  tenderness  on  pressing  any  part  of 
the  abdomen,  the  patient  consented  to  the  employ- 
ment of  leeches  ; twenty  were  ordered  ; considerable 
ease  followed  from  their  use.  The  same  number  was 


was  again  applied  on  the  13th,  and  with  the  same 


good  effect. 


On  the  15th  of  May  pain  wras  still  complained  of 
on  pressing  the  right  hypochondre  and  the  epigastric 


region.  I ordered  two  grains  of  calomel  every 

tTery 


night,  a cathartic  mixture  when  necessary,  and  every 
evening  a fetid  enema. 


On  the  20th  the  gums  became  sore — the  pa- 
roxysms had  occasionally  returned,  though  slightly ; 
but,  from  that  time  ceased  altogether. 


On  the  29th  the  calomel  was  omitted,  and  the 
cathartic  continued. 


She  was  convalescent  on  the  8th  of  June. 


OBSERVATIONS. 


There  are  circumstances  in  this  case  which  render 
it  interesting,  and  somewhat  singular.  Retching, 
vomiting,  spasms  of  the  extremities  and  abdominal 
muscles,  loss  of  voice  and  power  of  voluntary  mo- 
tion, were  the  most  striking  symptoms  in  these  at- 
tacks, which  came  on  at  uncertain  intervals,  and  va- 
ried in  violence  and  duration ; they  were  preceded 
by  pains  in  the  eye-balls  and  forehead,  and  often  in 
the  occiput,  neck  and  spine,  and  were  accompanied 
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by  a distension  of  the  stomach  and  considerable 
tenderness  and  rigidity  of  the  muscles  of  the  ab- 
domen : this  tenderness  was  felt  at  first  chiefly 
in  the  epigastrium,  but  latterly  in  the  right  hypo- 
chondre  and  the  iliac  region  ; and  so  great  was  the 
sensibility  of  these  parts,  that  the  slightest  pressure 
caused  a return  of  the  spasms. 

In  consequence  of  the  mode  of  treatment 
adopted  in  her  former  illness,  and  of  the  idea* 
entertained  of  the  nature  of  the  complaint  by  the 
patient  and  her  friends,  valerian,  steel,  camphor 
and  medicines  of  this  class  were  anxiously  called 
for,  but  were  administered  without  effect : opiates 
were  next  tried  ; they  moderated  the  violence  of 
the  spasms,  but  increased  the  head-aches  : recourse 
was  now  had  to  leeches,  blisters  and  fomentations, 
and  to  cathartics  and  colomel,  by  the  employment 
of  which,  and  by  a low  regimen,  the  disease  was 
subdued. 

There  were  some  symptoms,  which  though  com- 
paratively obscure,  yet,  as  they  existed  prior  to  the 
spasms,  may  serve  to  throw  some  light  on  the  seat 
and  nature  of  the  complaint  : these  were  the  yel- 
lowish tinge  of  the  skin  and  eye, the  morbid  con- 
dition of  the  excretions,  the  impaired  appetite,  and 
the  greenish  bitter  fluid  rejected  by  vomiting  ; symp- 
tom* indicative  of  irregular  actions  and  excitement 
in  the  vessels  of  the  liver. 
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And,  if  we  take  a retrospective  view  of  the  his- 
tory of  the  case,  it  w ill  appear  that  this  lady  was  sub- 
ject to  bilious  complaints  and  head-aches,  and  that 
her  former  illness  was  preceded  by  a considerable  de- 
rangement of  the  hepatic  functions,  we  may  hence 
conclude  that  the  retching,  vomiting,  loss  of  voice, 
spasms,  &c.  were  the  consequence  of  the  diseased  ac- 
tions in  the  liver  j a conclusion  further  strengthened 
by  the  progress  of  the  cure,  for,  the  paroxysms  sub- 
sided with  the  removal  of  the  pain  in  the  right  hypo- 
chondre. 

In  the  present  attack  the  complaint  lasted  two 
months,  and  the  convalescence  one  month  ; in  the 
former,  more  than  a year  elapsed  before  the  com- 
plaint gave  way,  and  the  period  of  convalescence  was 
also  very  protracted : but  the  mode  of  treatment 
pursued  in  the  tw'o  instances  was  different ; in  the 
one,  nervous  medicines  and  restoratives  were  prescrib- 
ed ; in  the  other,  a contrary  practice  wras  adopted. 

It  may  now'  be  asked  whether  the  period  of  indis- 
position would  not  have  been  considerably  shortened 
had  this  patient  submitted  to  general  blood-letting  ? 
or,  had  blood  been  freely  taken  from  the  head,  and 
evacuants  and  mercury  been  more  early  and  fully 
employed  ? 

Acrid  bile,  which  irritated  the  nerves  and  coats  of 
the  stomach  and  intestines,  may  serve  to  account  for 
the  retching,  vomiting,  tenderness  of  the  abdomen, 
&c. — moreover,  these  organs  must  have  suffered  con- 
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siderably  from  their  contiguity  to  the  liver,  at  that 
time  in  a high  degree  of  excitement. 

The  pains  in  the  neck  and  spine  would  seem  to 
have  depended  on  a continuation  of  the  diseased  ac- 
tions from  the  brain  along  the  theca  spinalis,  and  this 
affection  of  the  spine  may  have  contributed,  in  some 
degree,  to  the  production  of  the  spasms  of  the  lower 
extremities  and  abdominal  muscles. 


CASES, 


TO  SHEW  HOW  FAR  SEVERAL  ORGANS  MAY  BE,  AT 
THE  SAME  TIME,  AFFECTED  THROUGH  THE 
MEDIUM  OF 

THE  LIVER. 


June  6,  1816. 

MRS.  , AET.  28,  STEPHEN’s-GREEN. 

Of  a scrofulous  habit , and  born  of  parents  who  have 
laboured  under  diseases  of  the  liver 


For  years  has  been  subject  to  cough,  dyspnoea,  and 
palpitation  of  the  heart ; to  a dull  pain  and  sense  of 
weight  in  the  sternum,  to  hemorrhoids  and  indiges- 
tion.— Last  Autumn  an  herpetic  eruption  of  the 
furfuraceous  kind  appeared  on  the  face  ; it  was  cured 
by  the  use  of  cathartics  and  the  sulphureous  spa. 
When  the  bowels  have  been  long  constipated  it  re- 
turns. Bitters,  mercury,  aperients,  alteratives  and 
opiates  have  been  employed. 


95 


During  the  last  week  has  complained  of  pain  in 
the  head  and  loins,  of  vertigo,  loss  of  appetite  and 
strength  ; the  faeces  resemble  tar ; the  urine  is  tur- 
bid ; pain  is  felt  in  the  right  side  and  shoulder, 
and  on  examination  both  lobes  of  the  liver  are  found 
enlarged  and  highly  sensible  to  the  touch. 

Pil.  hydrarg.  gr.  iv.  omni  nocte. 

Utr.  ung.  hydrarg,  II.  Cuth. 

Ordered  in  consultation. 

June  1 1 . Little  alteration  of  the  symptoms. 

Cont. 

June  18.  Head  and  chest  more  affected  ; fever- 
ishness ; ptyalism  ; much  uneasiness  in  the  stomach 
and  bowels  ; slight  pressure  of  the  right  hypochondre 
excites  considerable  uneasiness. 

V.  S.  5 x.  Omitt.  ung.  et  pil.  hydrarg. 

II.  Cath.  quotidie. 

' June  QQ.  Chest  and  head  relieved  ; dejections  of 
a bottle-green  color  ; urine  deposits  an  olive-colored 
sedimeut. 

Hhrud.  xxxx.  Regiuni.  Ilepat . 

II.  Cath.  quotidie. 

June  2 6.  Symptoms  less  urgent;  no  return  of 
the  herpetic  eruption. 

Vesic.  hyp.  d&rt. 

Cr.  II.  Cath. 
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July  1.  Excretions  more  natural  ; some  return 
of  rest  and  appetite ; better  in  every  respect. 

Cr.  H.  Cath. 


July  6.  Pain  in  the  left  side,  teazing  cough, 
dyspnoea  ; irregular  fever. 

V esic.  lateri  sinist. 

M.  muc.  cum  Tinct.  Opii. 


July  10.  Pectoral  symptoms  relieved  ; head-ach 
vertigo  and  dull  pain  in  the  region  of  the  liver  j 
faeces  dark  colored  ; bowels  confined. 

M.  Call-.  Sal. 


July  20.  Gradual  amendment. 

Cont.  M.  Cath. 

Ordered  to  the  country. 

July  30.  On  exposure  to  cold  and  wet,  was  yes- 
terday attacked  with  hemoptysis  ; irregular  fever ; 
pain  of  the  left  side. 

V.  S.  ^viii.  M.  cath. 


Aug.  8.  No  return  of  hemoptysis  ; slight  cough 
and  dyspnoea. 

Aug.  18.  The  urgent  symptoms  have  subsided; 
some  return  of  appetite  and  strength. 

OBSERVATIONS. 

The  disease  of  the  liver,  in  this  instance,  was  ob- 
scure, had  existed  for  a long  time  before  it  was  fully 


97 


developed,  and  varied  and  complicated  were  the 
maladies  to  which  the  morbid  actions  of  this  organ  - 
and  the  absorption  of  bile  gave  rise.  To  these  we 
may  trace  the  pectoral  symptoms,  the  palpitation  of 
the  heart,  the  hemorrhoids,  and  the  affection  oi  the 
head. 

When  the  excretions  assumed  a more  healthy  ap- 
pearance, the  formidable  symptoms  of  these  different 
diseases  alwrted ; but,  from  the  long  duration  of  the 
affection  of  the  liver,  there  is  reason  to  apprehend 
that  it  is  tuberculous  and  disorganized,  and  that  the 
various  complaints  originating  in  its  morbid  actions 
will  recur  f moreover,  we  have  reason  even  now  to 
fear,  from  the  reappearance  of  the  pectoral  symp- 
toms, accompanied  by  hemoptysis,  that  tubercles  are 
forming  in  the  lungs,  and  that  phthisis  pulmonalis 
will  finally  supervene* 

This  is  one  of  the  numerous  instances  in  which 
mercury,  so  tar  from  accomplishing  a cure,  weakened 
the  habit  and  aggravated  the  symptoms.  But  the 
disease  of  the  liver  was  hereditary,  the  constitution 
was  scrofulous ; and,  it  appears  to  me  that  the  ad- 
ministration of  mercury,  in  such  cases,  proves,  foe 
the  most  part,  injurious. 


On  a review  of  the  history  of  this  case  it  will 
appear  that  the  herpetic  eruption  depended  on  a 
deposition  of  vitiated  bile  in  the  cutaneous  vessels. 


11 
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April  4,  1815. 

MAJOR  - , JET.  36,  BAGGOT-STREET. 

Complains  of  pain  of  the  head  and  eye-balls,  sense 
of  weight  and  heat  in  the  vertex,  vertigo  and  imper- 
fect vision  ; these  symptoms  are  of  teii  days  dura- 
tion : complains  also  of  heat  and  stinging  pains  in 
the  region  of  the  spleen,  which  occasionally  extend 
to  the  right  hypochondre  and  left  breast  j pulse  108  ; 
skin  hot ; tongue  yellow  ; complexion  sallow  ; urine 
high-colored  and  turbid  ; pain  on  pressing  the  region 
of  the  liver  ; left  lobe  enlarged  and  hardened  ; has 
been  in  India,  where  he  laboured  under  hepatitis  ; 
and  in  Spain,  where  he  was  attacked  with  in- 
termittent fever,  liver  complaint,  dysentery  and 
liead-aches,  diseases  by  which  his  constitution  has 
been  much  impaired.  When  the  liver-complaint 
was  relieved,  the  head-aches,  ague  and  dysentery 
diminished. 

Hirud.  xvi.  temporibus . 

Pit.  ex  Cal.  et  Ext.  Cath . 

April  7*  Head  relieved ; three  or  four  dejec- 
tions daily  ; great  uneasiness  in  both  hypochondria ; 
weaknesses ; praecordial  oppression  j tongue  foul  and 
yellowish  ; appetite  bad. 

Hirud.  xxx.  hypochond. 

Pil.  Htj drarg.  gr.  v.  omiii  node. 

II.  Cath.  omni  mane. 

April.  11.  Uneasiness  in  the  hypochondria  di- 


minished ; sense  of  heat  and  weight  in  the  ver- 
tex. 

Vesic.  Vertici. 

Cr.  PiL  Hydrarg.  et  II.  Cath. 

April.  14.  Two  or  three  dejections  daily,  ash- 
colored  ; urine  deposits  a pink-colored  sediment ; 
every  second  day  is  attacked  with  languor  or  chilli- 
ness, followed  by  heat  of  skin,  and  sometimes  by 
perspiration  ; affection  of  the  head  and  liver  abated  ; 
copious  discharge  from  the  vertex. 

Cr.  PiL  Ilyd.  et  haust. 

April  25.  Pain  iu  the  epigastrium  augmented  by 
pressure;  irregular  tertian  continues;  head-ach  ; 
vertigo ; constipation. 

Vesical.  JEpigast. 

Cal.gr.  x.post  horas  trcs,  II.  Cath. 

April  27.  Full  operation  from  the  cathartic ; 
fteces  greenish  ; tenderness  of  the  gums ; rather 
'better. 

Or.  PiL  Ilydr. 

Puh'.  Cinch.  3 s.  ter  quotidic. 

May  3.  Head  much  affected  ; vision  imperfect ; 
tnumbness  in  the  extremities;  debility;  constipa- 
tion. 

Omittr.  Cinchona. 

Ilirud.  xx  temporibus. 

May  9.  Ptyalism  ; three  or  four  dejections  daily  ; 
feels  considerably  relieved. 

Omittr.  PiL  Hydr.  Cr.  II.  Cath. 
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May  20.  Digestive  functions  improved ; no 
pain  nor  uneasiness  in  the  head. 

Ordered  to  the  country. 

OBSERVATIONS. 

This  gentleman  was,  for  some  years,  within  the 
tropics,  when  exposed  to  the  rays  of  a vertical  sun 
he  was  attacked  with  hepatitis  : from  an  intertropi- 
cal  climate  he  joined  his  regiment  in  Spain,  where, 
in  consequence  of  fatigue,  privations  and  exposure  to 
heat,  cold  and  moisture,  he  was  seized  with  an  af- 
fection of  the  liver,  followed  by  dysentery,  ague  and 
head-ach : these  disorders  continued  for  several 
months,  and  so  impaired  his  health  that  he  was  ob- 
liged to  retire  from  the  service  to  settle  in  the  coun- 
try, and  during  four  years  enjoyed  a tolerable  share 
of  health. 

About  a month  since,  from  anxiety  of  mind  and 
exposure  to  E.  and  N.  E.  winds,  he  complained  of 
lassitude,  occasionally  of  chilliness  and  heat  of  skin, 
indigestion,  fugitive  pains  in  both  hypochondria,  and 
head-aches  ; these  symptoms  gradually  increased  in 
violence  ; at  one  time  the  pain  in  the  head  was  ac- 
companied by  vertigo,  imperfect  vision,  and  a sense 
of  weight  and  fulness  in  the  vertex,  symptoms  which 
justified  the  apprehension  that  tliis  disorder  of  the 
brain  would  terminate  in  apoplexy. 

An  irregular  intermittent  of  the  tertian  type  ac- 
companied the  affection  of  the  head,  and  previously 


101 


to  these  diseases,  and  during  their  continuance, 
morbid  actions  existed  in  the  liver. 

« 

W hen  the  digestive  organs  recovered  their  former 
powers,  and  the  excretions  became  more  natural,  the 
intermittent  and  the  disease  of  the  head  ceased. 

From  the  history  of  this  case,  it  appears  that  dis- 
ordered actions  in  the  liver  may  give  rise  to  dysentery, 
ague,  and  to  an  affection  of  the  brain,  threatening 
apoplexy  : it  likewise  shews  the  influence  of  E.  and 
N.  E.  winds  in  reproducing  this  variety  of  fever 
when  it  originates  in  a morbid  condition  of  the  liver. 


May  2,  1817. 

JIRS.  , AGED  47,  LEESON-STRELT. 

Of  a full  and  corpulent  habit. 

Has  laboured,  for  more  than  nine  years,  under 
cough  and  dyspncea,  attended  by  mucous  expectora- 
tion and  fugitive  pains  in  the  chest  and  sides. — Blis- 
ters, opiates,  and  demulcents  have  been  employed, 
and  occasionally  with  advantage. 

Within  the  last  three  months  dropsy  of  the  belly 
and  legs  has  come  on,  accompanied  by  pain  in  the  re- 
gion of  tire  liver,  by  indigestion,  and  a yellowish  hue 
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of  the  skin  and  eye.— At  present  there  is  neither 
cough  nor  dyspnoea.—' The  pulse  is  frequent  and  the 

skin  hot  and  dry. 

* 

Hirud.  xxx.  hyp.  dextro . 

Pufo.  ex  Jal.  et  Cal.  quotidie. 

Low  diet. 


May  6.  Pain  relieved  by  the  leeches;  three 
or  four  dejections  daily,  of  a dark  green  ;*  urine 
scanty  and  high-colored. 

Hirud.  xxx.  hyp.  dextro. 

May  10.  Copious  watery  dejections  of  an  orange- 
color  ; pain  diminished  ; dropsical  swellings  abated  ; 
no  return  of  cough  or  dyspnoea. 

Vesic.  hyp.  dext. — Cont.  Cal.  et  Jalapa. 

May  20.  Pain  removed  ; gradual  diminution  of 
the  swellings  ; some  return  of  rest  and  appetite  ; 
gums  spongy ; urine  in  large  quantity. 

Cont.  Cal.  et  Jal.  * 

June  9.  Swellings  almost  removed  ; slight  ptya- 
lism. 

Cont.  Cal.  et  Jal. 

June  22.  Cured. 


OBSERVATIONS. 

Two  circumstances  in  this  case  deserve  our  notice. 
The  benefit  derived  from  blood-letting  and  blistering 
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dropsy,  and  the  cessation  of  cough  and  dyspnoea 
n the  supervention  of  this  complaint : — The  latter 
shews  that  the  pectoral  symptoms  proceeded  from  a 
isease  of  the  liver,  for  when  the  bulk  of  the  organ 
was  diminished  by  the  effusion  into  the  abdomen, 
the  affection  of  the  lungs  subsided : — the  former 
Improves  that  the  disease  of  the  liver  consisted  in  con- 
gestion and  inflammation,  and  this  is  further  con- 
ifffirmed  by  the  good  effects  of  cathartic  medicines  and 
& spare  diet. — Twenty  grains  of  jalap  and  five  of 
acalomel  were  taken  for  many  days  successively,  ami 
jtthese  having  both  a cathartic  and  diuretic  effect,  the 
^administration  of  other  remedies  was  unnecessary. 


January  21,  1814. 

MISS  , AGED  23,  SUMMER-HILL. 

Indisposed  ten  days ; acute  pains  and  sense  of 
Iheat  and  weight  in  the  occiput ; cough,  dyspnoea, 
«und  palpitation ; tenesmus  and  diarrhoea ; fever, 
jthepatic  flush. 

Astringents  and  opiates  have  been  administered. 

This  lady  has  been  subject  for  years  to  indiges- 
tion, to  fugitive  pains  in  the  region  of  the  liver,  and 
<to  head-aches ; there  is  pain  on  pressing  the  epigas- 
trium ; the  urine  is  olive  colored,  and  the  faeces 
i iresemhle  tar. 

Cal.  gr.  viii.  II.  Cath. 

Ihrud.  xx.  temporibus. 
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January  22.  Six  dejections ; head  and  chest  re* 
lieved. 

Hirud.  xxiv.  Epigast. 

Cr.  Cal.  et  H.  Cat/i. 

January  23.  Slight  amendment.  Faeces  dark. 

Cr.  Cal.  et  II.  Cath. 

January  24.  Affection  of  the  digestive  organs 
abated  ; head  much  engaged. 

Hirud.  xx.  temp. 

Cr.  Cal.  el  H.  C. 

January  25.  Head  easier  ; no  diarrhoea  nor  te- 
nesmus. 

Pil.  Hydrarg.  gr.  v.  omni  node. 

II.  Cath.  omni  mane. 

January  30.  Intolerance  of  light ; shooting 
pains  in  the  vertex  and  eye-balls  ; nausea  ; sighing 
and  moaning  ; faeces  saffron-colored  ; urine  turbid. 

Vs.  ^viii.  Vesic.  Vertici. 

Cr.  Pil.  Ilydrarg.  et  H.  Cath. 

January  31.  Head  relieved,  but  still  much  af- 
fected ; pain  in  the  right  hypochondre. 

Hirud.  xxx.  hyp.  dextro. 

Cr.  Pil.  Hyd.  et  II.  C. 

February  3.  Some  amendment. 

Vesic.  hyp.  dextro.  • 

Cr.  pil.  et  Haust. 
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February  10.  No  pain  in  the  region  of  the  liver ; 
vertigo  and  sense  of  fulness  in  the  head. 

Vs.  lx.  II.  Calk. 

**  * 

February  1 2.  Considerably  better  j slight  ptya- 
lism  j pectoral  symptoms  removed. 

II.  Cath . 

Afarch  20.  During  the  last  month  there  have 
been  occasionally  slight  retufns  of  the  affection  of  the 
head  and  digestive  organs ; they  yielded  readily  to 
aperients  and  a spare  diet. 

Sent  to  the  country. 

OBSERVATIONS. 

Here  the  disordered  actions  of  the  liver  gave  rise 
to  the  varied  symptoms  of  indigestion  and  to  head- 
aches ; latterly  to  diarrhoea  and  tenesmus,  to  an 
affection  of  the  chest,  and  to  symptoms  which  usually 
precede  an  attack  of  apoplexy.  If  the  diarrhoea  had 
not  been  imprudently  checked  by  opiates  and  astrin- 
gents, the  probability  is  that  it  would  have  removed 
the  disease  of  the  head,  and  obviated  the  subsequent 
inflammatory  affection  of  the  liver. 

In  the  course  of  the  medical  treatment  the  morbid 
actions  in  the  brain  seemed  to  aggravate  those  in  the 
liver ; but  this  was  to  be  expected,  for  this  organ 
suffers  from  certain  disordered  actions  in  the  brain 
and  affections  of  the  mind  ; thus,  contusions  of  the 

i 


106 


head,  brain-fever,  the  more  violent  passions,  &c.  may 
give  rise  to  cholera  morbus,  jaundice,  and  other  dis* 
tempers  indicative  of  derangement  in  the  hepatic 
vessels. 


That  the  brain  likewise  suffer*  from  deranged 
actions  in  the  liver  is  admitted ; in  schirrus,  in- 
flammation, and  other  complaints  of  this  latter  or- 
gan, we  often  witness  head-aches,  vertigo,  epistaxis, 
apoplexy,  hydrocephalus,  and  impaired  intellect. 

But,  as  the  brain  is  frequently  diseased  with- 
out any  affection  of  the  liver,  and  the  liver  with- 
out any  affection  of  the  brain,  it  follows  that  this 
reciprocal  excitement  of  disease  can  take  place  only 
under  particular  circumstances. 

When  the  liver  gives  rise  to  the  affection  of  the 
brain,  it  seems  to  be  in  consequence  of  an  obstruc- 
tion to  the  flow  of  blood  through  the  hepatic  artery 
and  vena  portarum,  there  follows  an  accumulation 
of  blood  in  the  aorta  descendens,  the  heart  therefore 
must  propel  more  blood  through  the  aorta  ascendens, 
and  this  creates  plethora  in  the  vessels  of  the  brain ; 
hence,  head  aches,  vertigo,  apoplexy,  &c.  W hen 
the  liver  is  affected  in  a secondary  manner,  it  suffers 
from  its  sympathy  with  the  brain,  through  the  me- 
dium of  the  nerves ; its  vessels  are  irritated,  irregu- 
lar actions  are  excited  and  an  increased  and  vitiated 
secretion  of  bile  follows ; but,  the  affection  of  the 
liver  so  produced  seldom  advances  to  any  degree  of 


violence,  and  for  the  most  part  is  readily  removed 
by  cathartics  and  a proper  regimen. 


I now  close  what  I had  to  offer ; my  object  was 
to  shew  how  far  the  different  organs  of  the  body 
may  be  influenced  by  disordered  actions  in  the  liver, 
and  to  direct  the  attention  of  the  faculty  to  this 
very  important  inquiry. 


THE  END. 


